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I 
t was the “year of the Timeline  

of Unique Stories from Waseca 

County” exhibit AND the comple-

tion of major building fix-ups. It 

was also the year of joining in the effort 

to get educated and to educate about the 

threat to our agricultural pollinators by 

seeking to restore the Hofmann Honey 

Farm. That story is still unfolding, so 

watch for updates in our newsletters and 

next year’s annual report. 

1. Major improvement projects were 

completed:  The new energy efficient 

roof was completed. It kind of looks like 

a big igloo, but reflects heat in the sum-

mer and insulates in the winter. The 

stained glass windows were saved, and 

that interior wall was restored via lead 

abatement and a new coat of paint from 

top to bottom. Very importantly, the 

west balcony was reinforced with two 

additional support columns.  

2. The Timeline Exhibit was finally installed and 

celebrated.  During the County Fair, we 

presented the Timeline Preview for commu-

nity comment, and comment you did. Revi-

sions and additions were made before the 

final panels were produced. On October 8 

we received over 100 guests to its Opening. 

Many of the donors and family members of 

the unique stories were among the at-

tendees. Since that date it has attracted hun-

dreds of tourists, visitors, reunions, and 

local residents to learn about Waseca County history. 

3. The restoration of the Trowbridge Band Shell was completed. 

This was accomplished with grants Joan Mooney wrote for the 

City of Waseca/Preservation Commission, just in time for the 

band shell’s centennial. Moving Chautauqua from Maplewood 

to Trowbridge Park proved very successful! We could spread 

out in lawn chairs and have family picnics, and still feel that we 

were all together for a day of music, food and camaraderie at 

Trowbridge!  

4.  The Spring Luncheon Series presented State Grange president, 

T. J. Malaskee; Academy Award Nominated Documentary 

producer,  Ed Barens; and gifted artist, musician, and apiarist, 

Larry Hofmann.  Our topics were timely and informative. We 

always try to celebrate Spring and getting together after another 

Minnesota winter. We hope you enjoyed this Series.  

 

All of our projects and programs happen 

because each one, in its own way, fulfills a 

part of the WCHS mission—To collect,  

preserve, and interpret the history of Waseca 

County, and to create excitement and inter-

est in its past.  The improvements, programs 

and new exhibits were accomplished with 

extremely generous donations and grants—

see pages 4 and 5. We know that, as a 

WCHS member, and as a member of this 

Waseca County community, you appreciate 

the presence of your Waseca County Histori-

cal Society, and all that the Board and Staff have accomplished 

on your behalf. 

But the work goes on. There are new ideas to produce and 

new visitors to greet. We are so proud that the museum is fully 

exhibited and has learning experiences ready for all. The li-

brary spaces have been renovated and just this spring 2016, a 

new digital microfilm reader printer was installed to enhance 

our genealogical research services. 

How do we keep these enhancements going? By promot-

ing the value of membership, donations, volunteering and vis-

its. This kind of support helps with grants that, in turn, provide 

funds for programs and events for you! This can only be ac-

complished with a passionate staff, board of directors, and 

growing membership-donor base. We hope that in 2015 we 

earned your respect and support. 

Sheila Morris and Joan Mooney, Co-Executive Directors 

WCHS Board of Directors 

2015  Highl ights  

Sheila Morris with Mayor John Clemons 
and Mary Clemons, and with Council-
man Les Tlougan and Karen Tlougan 

Timeline exhibit opening October 8, 2015 



2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Linda Grant, President 

Dave Dunn, Vice-President 

Dr. David Pope, Secretary 

Jim King, Treasurer 

Rev. Charles Espe 

Audra Nissen-Boyer 

Henry Lewer 

Brad Wendland 

Marilee Reck 

Jerry Rutledge 

Jim Tippy 

Katie Youngberg 

Dave Zika 

Jim Peterson, Waseca County 

Al Rose, City of Waseca 

Don Wynnemer, Honorary Lifetime 

 

WCHS STAFF 
Joan Mooney,  

Co-Director-Programs/Research 

Sheila Morris,  

Co-Director-Development/Exhibits 

Pauline Fenelon, Artifacts/Library 

Vanessa Zimprich, Artifacts 

Linda Taylor, Research 
Museum interior restorations 

Highlights—continued 

Larry Hofmann 

Hofmann Apiaries Restoration 



LIFETIME MEMBERS 
Allen, Mary P. 
Britton, Marjorie 
Brynildson, Gladys 
Chaffin, Robert and Lois 
Cooper, Gus 
Corchran, Maria E. (Liz) 
Fette, Leo J. 
Fischer, Larry/Marian 
Fitzsimmons, Francis M. 
Fostveit, Donna 
Fox, James and Elaine 
Fuller, Boyd 
Gerding, Dr. and Mrs. James 
Gores, Marjorie L. 
Haley, Sharon 
Horner, Margaret 
Johnson, Ronald 
Kastner, Bonnie 
Kiesler, Barbara 
Kopischke, Barbara/Gerald 
Lewer, Henry/Phyllis 
Markus, Elizabeth 
McCarthy, George B./Jean 
Oelke, Neta L. 
Peterson, Arlene 
Pommerenke, Gloria and Lori 
Rutledge, Jerry and Linda 
Searle, Ruth 
Sheeran, Robert and Betty 
Smith, Keith and Wilda 
Stauffer, Bruce and Mary Jane 
Strand, Mel 
Sutter, Marvin & Ardis 
Swenson, Virginia 
Tippy, James and Moira 
Webber, Wendy 
Wendland, Helen 
Wick, Bruce and Lorraine 
Winegar, George and Sharlene 
Wynnemer, Donald and Margaret 

 
NEW INDIVIDUAL  
& FAMILY  MEMBERS 
Atchison, Deb (WI) 
Ball, Jim (MN) 
Ballard, Michael (KS) 
Bathke, Patricia (MN) 
Beckmann, Diane (MN) 
Blazis, Donna (MN) 
Bodeau, Kim (WI) 
Bye, Noreen (MN)  
Byrd, Brian (AL) 
Carlson, Gladys (MN) 
Cervenka, Robert (MN) 
Dowd, Deborah (WI) 
Doyle, Lori (WA) 
Enstad, Steven (MN) 
Feind, Martha (MN) 
Fitzsimmons, Bill/Sandra (MN) 
Francis, Carol/Mike (MN) 
Frank, Roberta (CA) 
Gerber, Peter/Patricia (MN) 
Griffith, Mark (MN) 
Hanson, John/Lori (MN) 
Hering, Bruce (MN) 

Hesch, Sara (MN) 
Hill, Thomas (NJ) 
Hoffman, Robert/Judy (MN) 
Hultman, Trudy (MN) 
Isch, John (MN) 
Jewison, Mike/Darla (MN) 
Johnson, Dave (MN) 
Jones, Doug/Lela (MN) 
Karst, Patt (MN) 
Kozan, Dr. Anita L. (MN) 
Lageson, Nancy (MN) 
Linnihan, John (IL) 
Ludwig, Ryan (MN) 
Lukkes, Renee (MN) 
Mann, Dave (MN) 
Manske, Suzanne (NV) 
Milkint, Noralee (IL) 
Miller, Juanita (MN) 
Mobley, Maurine (CA) 
Olson, Nadine 
Pascua, Mary (MN) 
Priebe, Don/Janet (MN) 
Roeser, Mary (WI) 
Roesler, Dillis (CA) 
Rohde, Laura (MN) 
Rosenthal, Gregg (MN) 
Sexton, Tom/Jeanne (MN) 
Strom, Tom/Marianne (MN) 
Sutlief, Kelly (MN) 
Tollefson, Nancy (MN) 
Tuttle, Bill/Nancy (MN) 
Walter, Bonnie (MN) 
West, Janet Friedrich (IL) 
Wheelock, Greg/Donette (MN) 
Wobschall, Carla (OH) 
Zika, Dave (MN) 
 
RENEWALS 
Amsrud, Mary (MN) 
Arvesen, Eileen (MN) 
Baker, Dale (MN) 
Beckmann, Patricia (MN) 
Bendix, John and Deanna (MN) 
Berger, Doris (MN) 
Berrie, Ann (KS) 
Bluhm, Robin and Jane (MN) 
Born, Rod (MN) 
Bowe, Brian (MN) 
Boyer, Tim and Audra (MN) 
Britton, Valerie (MN) 
Buker, Mark and Barb (MN) 
Byrne, Robert (TX) 
Byron, Jean (MN) 
Byron, Mark (MN) 
Byron, Paul (MN) 
Carlson, Art and Nina (MN) 
Cochrane, David/Margaret 
(MN) 
Connor, Matt (MN) 
Curran, Helen (MN) 
DeLaitsch, Mary Jo/Steve (MN) 
Deml, Gary and Laurie (MN) 
Devereaux, Lora (NV) 
Draheim, Ardella (MN) 
Dunn, Jane (MN) 
Eichorst, Fred (MN) 
Elsner, Arlene (MN) 
Evenson, Ellsworth (WI) 
Evers, Linda (MN) 
Ewert, Margaret (MN) 
Fell, June (MN) 
Fenelon, Kari (MN) 
Fenelon, Pauline (MN) 
Gahler, Fr. Robert E. (NY) 
Gasner, Eunice (MN) 

Georgas, Peter (MN) 
Gilbertson, Carolyn (MN) 
Gilomen, Carollea (MN) 
Goblirsch, Jennifer (MN) 
Goehring, Pam and Larry (MN) 
Graham, Barbara (WI) 
Grams, Rosalie (MN) 
Gray, Mark and Janet (MN) 
Habeck, Bill (FL) 
Hagen, Robert (MN) 
Harguth, Char (MN) 
Harguth, Dorothy (MN) 
Harter, Lorraine (MN) 
Hasslen, Margaret (MN) 
Hatfield, Carol (IN) 
Hatle, Rodney (MN) 
Hawkins, William (PA) 
Herme, Barb (MN) 
Hildebrandt, Anita (MN) 
Hildebrandt, Jeanne (MN) 
Hintz, Joanne (MN) 
Hoehn, Denny and Maxine (MN) 
Hoffman, Betty (MN) 
Hogan, James (MN) 
Holmes, James (FL) 
Holweger, Rachel (MN) 
Hull, Michael (NY) 
Hunt, Nadine (CO) 
Hunter, Robert (MN) 
Jerabek, Barbara (MN) 
Joecks, Judy (MN) 
Johnson, Michelle (MN) 
Jones, Karl (MN) 
Joyce, Ron (MN) 
Kastner, Anne (MN) 
Kastner, Bonnie (MN) 
Kinkade, Jim and Jennifer (MN) 
Koehler, Brent (MN) 
Krienke, Warren (MN) 
Kroeger, Lester/Jane (MN) 
Kugath, LeAnn (MN) 
Kunst, Dave (CA) 
Kurkoski, Tom and Cheryl (MN) 
Lechner, Karen (MN) 
Lemke, Catherine (WI) 
Linnihan, Michael K. (MN) 
Lucas, Chuck (MN) 
Madden, Patrick (MN) 
McCarthy, Virginia (MN) 
McDonough, Shawn (MN) 
Nelson, Carolyn (OR) 
McIntire, Betty (MN) 
Meyer, Clark (MN) 
Miller, Andrew/Kathleen (MN) 
Miller, Lorraine (MN) 
Moyer, Greg and Brenda (MN) 
Neidt, Millie/Gordon Diesch 
(MN) 
Nicolin, Jay and Nancy (MN) 
Norman, Beverlee (AZ) 
Oblak, John (MN) 
Oftedahl, Kathy (MN) 
Overland, Jackie and Ray (MN) 
Perdew, Chloe (CA) 
Peters, Jaqueline (MN) 
Pettengell, LuEllen (CA) 
Pettigrew, Quintin/Karen (MN) 
Poehler, Roslyn (MN) 
Pope, David and Vanette (MN) 
Prail, Janet (MN) 
Praxl, Phoebe (MN) 
Priebe, John and Jenny (MN) 
Purcell, Ron and Pat (MN) 
Querna, Karen (WA) 
Randall, Gyles/Carol (MN) 

Rausch, William/Carol (MN) 
Raymond, Ellen (FL) 
Reak, Bonnie (MN) 
Reck, Milo and Marilee (MN) 
Richard, Deb (MN) 
Roemhildt, Charlene (MN) 
Roessler, Karen (MN) 
Rosenthal, Jeanette (MN) 
Ross, Jackie (MN) 
Rudolph, Janet (MN) 
Ryan, Thomas (CA) 
Salmon, Juliet (MN) 
Sandrick, Arleen (IN) 
Schultz, Janet (MN) 
Schultz, Kent (MN) 
Schuster, Bonnie (MN) 
Searle, Alan (OR) 
Selvik, Bruce/Debbie (MN) 
Smith, Martin (CA) 
Sponberg, Jana Lee (VA) 
Staley, Jayne (MN) 
Stoehr, Harlan/Marlene (MN) 
Suemnick, Phyllis (MN) 
Taylor, Linda and Gary (MN) 
Teskey, John (MN) 
Tetzloff, James (MN) 
Thompson, Jean L./Dick (MN) 
Tinker, Kathryn (TX) 
Tlougan, Les/Karen (MN) 
Tully, William (CA) 
Tuttle, Deb (MN) 
Velett, Laurie (MN) 
Vogler, William (MN) 
Walker, Roger/Roberta (MN) 
Welch, Eugene (MN) 
Welch, Janet (MN) 
Wendt, Caryn (MN) 
White, Millie (MN) 
Wild, Cari (PA) 
Wildgrube, Barb (MN) 
Wildgrube, Beverly (MN) 
Williams, Jack and Mary (MN) 
Witt, Eugene/Fauniece (MN) 
Witt, Norma (MN) 
Wobschall, Avis (MN) 
Wobschall, Carol (MN) 
Wolff, Dennis and Beth Ann 
(MN) 
Wynnemer, Jody (MN) 

MEMBERS The compilation of all new and renewing members during 2015 

Yamazaki, Stella (Japan) 
Youngberg, Kate/Oliver/Henry 
(MN) 
Zellmer, LaVonne (MN) 
Zimmerman/Curry, Julie/Steve 
(MN) 
Zimprich, Shirley (MN) 
Zwach, Don and Fran (MN) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
2015 Appropriations 
We are extremely grateful for the 
support we receive from these  
entities, families, and individuals 
for WCHS Operations. Without 
this support the Society would 
have no facilities or staff to grow 
the membership, donations and 
grants. 
 
Waseca County, $60,000 
City of Waseca, $4,350 
City of New Richland, $300 
New Richland Township, $1,000 
Alton Township, $400 
Otisco Township, $400 
Vivian Township, $200 
Freedom Township, $150 
Wilton Township, $300 
Blooming Grove Township, $250 
Iosco Township, $250 
Janesville Township, $100 
Woodville Township, $150 
 
Donations 
Bathke, Patricia 
Deef, Romelle 
Gash, Meridith 
Hoversten, Bill and Patti 
Macatangay, S. 
Madel, R.P., Lakeshore Inn  
Monday Study Club 
Neidt, Millie 
Peterson, Arlene 
Phetteplace, Becky L.  
Richard, Deb 
Rohde family reunion 
ServiceMaster-Waseca/Mankato 
Welch, Eugene 
Wobschall, Carol 
 
Special Gifts 
Miller, Helen, and family 
Forrest, Helen (Sally) 
For the Bailey-Lewer Library  
basement restoration project 
Gores, Marjorie 
Swenson, Virginnia 
Wynnemer, Don and Margaret— 
For the Bailey-Lewer Library 
Shelving Project 
Chaffin, Robert and Lois 



Lewer, Henry and Phyllis-- 
For the Bailey-Lewer Library 
Shelving Project 
Lundquist, Jean and Ole— 
For the Bailey-Lewer Library 
Strand, Mel—To WCHS  
Endowment Fund 
 
Annual Fund 
Ahlfors, Richard and Shirley 
Allen, Mary 
Allen, Mary L. 
Anonymous  
Anonymous 
Arvesen, Eileen 
Ashbacker, Jean 
Bagne, Myrwood and Helen 
Beckmann, Pat and Manny 
Beckmann, Scott and Diane 
Blooming Grove All-In-One Fund 
Born, Larry and Linda, remember-
ing the Born Livestock Business  
Byron, Paul and Mayone 
Deef, Romelle and Robert 
Dey, Cathi and James 
Dobberstein, Gary and Deb 
Dunn, Dave and Melissa 
Espe, Charles and Kathy 
Fenelon, Pauline 
Finley, Mike and Linda 
Flitsch, Kathleen 
Forrest, Dan and Cheryl 
Forrest, Sally 
Fox, Jim and Elaine  
Friedl, Barbara 
Frisk, Robert and Kathy 
Gasner, Eunice 
Gaytko, Bernie and Ann  
Giesen, Marjorie 
Gores, Marjorie 
Grant, Linda 
Gutfleisch, John and Tracy 
Habein, Harold 
Hansen, Pastor Nancy 
Harguth, Dorothy 
Hintz, JoAnne 
Holmquist, Harlan 
Hovelsrud, Susan and Neil 
Jackson, Carol 
Joecks, Dale and Judy 
Johnson, Ron and Janet 
Johnson, Steve L. 
Jones, Karl 
Kastner, Bonnie 
Kiesler, Kal and Barbara 
King, Jim and Barbara 
Lund, Curt and Imker, Ben 
McEwen, Alice Maude 
McIntire, Betty 
Miller, Jean 
Miller, Lorraine 
Neidt, Millie 
Nelson, Phil 
Nicolin, Jay and Nancy 
Oelke, Neta 
Oftedahl, Kathy 
Overland, Ray and Jackie 
Pang, Andrew Searle 
Penny, Tim 
Peters, Jurgen and Jacqueline 
Priebe, Donald 
Punchard, Dick  
Rosenthal, Jeanette 
Rosenthal, Kathy 
Rudolph, Janet 
Sahlstrom, Mary Lou 
Schultz, Kent 

Searle, Alan 
Searle, Ruth 
Selvik, Bruce/Debbie 
Strenge, Gary 
Sutlief, Joann/Delency 
Tesch, Russ/Marie 
Thompson, Jeanie/Dick 
Tippy, Jim/Moira 
Tollefson, Kathryn A. 
Velett, Laurie 
Vogt-Erickson, Jennifer 
Welch, Janet 
Wendt, Caryn 
West, Tom/Francie 
Wheelock, Greg/Donnette 
Wick, Bruce/Lorraine 
Wick, Ralph 
Witt, Eugene and Fauniece 
Wobschall, Carol 
Wuger, Pat 
Youngberg, Kate 
 
Memorials 
In memory of Loren Malling 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Russell and Terri Ingram 
by Carol Wobschall 
In memory of Ruth Kozan 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Russell and Terri Ingram 
by Jeanie L./Dick Thompson 
by Carol Wobschall 
In memory of Herb  
and Lucille Sponberg 
by Dr. Jan Sponberg 
In memory of Winnie 
Clemons 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Lorraine  
Carlson 
by Alvin and Donna Miller 
In memory of Gordon  
Fretham 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Jim Miller 
by Bruce and Mary Jane  
Stauffer 
In memory of Jim O’Regan 
by Dave and Melissa Dunn 
In memory of Geb Singlestad 
by Rick and Sheila Morris 
In memory of Lloyd  
Chambers 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Lowell Dahl 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Stanley F. 
(Bud) Tollefson 
by Kathryn Tollefson 
In memory of Bess Kritzer 
by Rick and Sheila Morris 
In memory of Louise  
Everett King 
by Sheila Morris 
In memory of Shirley  
Johnson 
by Al and Donna Miller 
In memory of Russell Gasner 
by Eunice Gasner 
In memory of Marvin Weber 
by Henry and Phyllis Lewer 
In memory of Tony Sybilrud 
by Henry and Phyllis Lewer  
In memory of Donald  
Zellweger 
by Mr. and Mrs. John Krause 
by Milly Neidt 
by Jean and Jim Halling 

by Lonnie and Eugene Kuhns 
In memory of Joseph  
Wheelock 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Marie Larson 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Patsy Root 
Bartz 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Kate Hanf 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Russ and Terri Ingram 
In memory of Walt Kinder 
by Henry and Phyllis Lewer 
by family and friends 
In memory of Henrietta  
Peters 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Dale Keyes 
by Gene and Kathleen  
Rosenthal 
In memory of Harry Chin 
by Sheila and Rick Morris 
In memory of Walt Kinder 
by Keith and Wilda Smith 
In memory of Roseanne Rose 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Mavis  
Wheelock 
by Mary Jane and Bruce  
Stauffer 
by Donnette and Greg  
Wheelock 
by Joseph and Rebecca Haley 
In memory of Max Hopkins 
by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Gudmund 
Nodland 
by Gene and Kathy Rosenthal 
In memory of Merle  
and Edna Mycue 
by Bev Wildgrube 
In memory of Lowell and 
Mary Lee Nelson 
by Nancy Nelson-Deppe 
In memory of Dorothy Spies 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Russ and Terri Ingram 
In memory of Constance 
Everett 
by Will Everett 
In memory of Dr. Harold and 
Mrs. Irma Lorenz 
by Jim and Dodie Gerding 
In memory of Charlie and  
Dorothy Gigeay, and in 
memory of Robert Gigeay 
by Marjorie Giesen 
In memory of James R. Miller 
by Juanita Miller 
In memory of Richard Markus 
by Beth Markus 
In memory of Lowell and 
Mary Lee Nelson 
by Nancy Nelson-Deppe 
In memory of Merle and Edna 
Mycue 
by Bev Wildgrube 
 

 

 

 

GRANTS 
$2,000—Exxon-Mobil Founda-
tion matching grant (Wynnemer 
donation) for the Bailey-Lewer  
Library shelving project 
 
$5,730—Prairie Lakes Region-
al Arts Council, for Spring 
Luncheons and Chautauqua 
 
$10,000—Minnesota Arts & 
Cultural Heritage Fund, for the 
Hofmann Apiaries Interpretive 
Plan 
 
$1,125—Wes and Carol Re-
thwill Endowment-Waseca 
Area Foundation, toward new 
computers 
 
$4,500—Ronald J. Johnson & 
Janet E. Johnson Foundation, 
In honor of Pauline Fenelon, 
Ron’s cousin—for Bailey-Lewer 
Library new shelving 
 
$4,000—E.F. Johnson Founda-
tion, for Chautauqua 2016 
 
$2,000—Paul and Sue 
Rosenau Legacy of Angels 
Fund, for Chautauqua 2016 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
Bakke, Alan 
Barens, Jessica 
Barens, Mick 
Barrie, Bob 
Batt, Al 
Battenfeld, Myra 
Beckmann, Patricia 
Beckmann, Scott 
Boje, Cory 
Born, Linda 
Boumeester, Jerry 
Breck, Joette 
Broughten, Jerome 
Broughten, Randy 
Bruder, Paul 
Buker, Mark 
Carlson, Gladys  
Christiansen, Jim 
Clear Lake Press staff 
Dunn, Dave 
Dunn, Jane 
Dunn, Melissa 
Eichhorst, Scott 
Espe, Charles 
Ferch, Vern 
Forsythe, Diane 
Forsythe, Eliott 
Fostveit, Donna 
Gehring, Pam 
Gillespie, Audie 
Gilomen, Carollea 
Grant, Linda 
Hagen, Tom 
Harter, Lorraine 
Hasslen, Margaret 
Hedtke, Jeff 
Hunter, Jan 
Joecks, Judy 
Johnson, Gregg 
Jones, Karl 

King, Barb 
King, Jim 
Klingerman, Greg/STS crew 
Lewer, Henry 
Lodermeier, Doug 
Luther, Steve 
Madden, Patrick 
Meyers, Justine 
Milbrett Darin 
Morris, Rick 
Nelson-Deppe, Nancy 
Nissen-Boyer, Audra 
Oftedahl, Kathy 
Palmersten, Kathy 
Peterson, Cap 
Pribble, John 
Reck, Marilee 
Reck, Milo 
Sack, Angie 
Stagman, Jill 
Stauffer, Bruce 
Stauffer, Mary Jane 
Swenson, Dan 
Thieme, Gary 
Thompson, Jeanie 
Tippy, Jim 
Ward, Lisa 
Wendland, Brad 
Wildgrube, Barb 
Youngberg, Katie 
Zika, Dave 
Zwach, Don 
 
Special Thanks  
To the E.F. Johnson Co.  
Museum and John Oblak for 
donating EFJ artifacts, prod-
ucts, oil painting portrait of 
Edgar F. Johnson, his Universi-
ty Chair, and the Army-Navy 
“E” Award flag for contributions 
to WWII victory efforts. Oblak 
also donated two copies of his 
book, The First 90—A History 
of E.F. Johnson Technologies. 
 
To Doug Lodermeier, Jeff 
Hedtke, Al Bakke, Vern Ferch 
and Bob Barrie for displays for 
“The Essential Herter’s” exhibit. 
 
To Kevin Clemons, Suburban 
Furniture, for moving the heavy 
brass cash register! 



WHAT’S COMING IN 2017? 
1. Complete the Museum’s Electrical Systems updates 

After an evaluation of our museum building’s electri-

cal systems, just what we suspected was true. The 

building needs to replace some of the old wiring, 

sockets, and outlets. At the same time we are re-

placing many bulbs with LED.  

2. Celebrate the 100th birthday of the Museum building,  

the former Methodist Evangelical Church, our home  

since 1964  Yes, the building is nearly a century old. 

Many of our residents once attended church in our 

building. Its dome is special to us and there was a 

purpose in the Methodist faith for the open balcony 

and the dome. Do you know what that was? At some 

date during the year, we will have a birthday party. 

3. Welcome more educational groups, reunions,  

and new programming.  We enjoyed the many summer 

reunions that included visits to WCHS as part of 

their schedule of events. 

4. Welcome and use the new responsive website  

It’s in the works.  

5. Fundraise and help Hofmann Apiaries to become the 

learning center for bees and other pollinators.   

The goal is to first raise $16,000 for the Construc-

tion Drawings, Scope of Work, and Specifications 

for the Restoration of the Hofmann Apiaries. More 

funds will be needed for the implementation, and 

then, creation of an interpretive center. Local ama-

teur apiarists will be able to use the extraction 

equipment. 

6. We hope that the critically needed Waseca County Court-

house restoration plans go forward. WCHS staff is 

poised to assist with grants that may be available to 

help with considerable expenses expected. 

7. WCHS has the historical resources for whatever planning  

is created for Waseca’s (150th) Sesquicentennial in 

2018.  WCHS staff time is limited, so committees 

should be formed and started early.  

Regarding the Financial Report, What You Should Know 

 

 The Capital Campaign that many of you participated in back  
in 2007-2009 has been nearly spent, except to say we diligently 
have an Operations Reserve Fund invested in county banks for  

emergency cashflow.   

 We’re proud that we have eight endowments funds held by the 
Waseca Area Foundation/Minnesota Philanthropy Partners. The 
interest based on current stock market reports provides interest 

income for operations. 

 Restricted funds are grant monies that can ONLY be spent on 
the project or program it was approved for. You will see those 

funds “flow through” checking, but NOT spent on operations.  

 WCHS is looking at growth. Why? Because we’re nearly out  
of archival storage space. We are now filled with exhibits. That’s 
good, but where to hold programming? Where to process? 
Where to expand staff office space? Or how to operate more 
efficiently without raising the budget? In other words, what’s 

next? How do you want to access your history?  

 If you have any questions about the financial reports, please 
contact Sheila Morris or Joan Mooney, and we will be glad to talk 
with you. We strive to be accountable and transparent to all of 
our funders, donors, grantors, members, and visitors. WCHS 
exists to serve the Waseca County community and its connec-

tions wherever they are!  

 We invite you to participate, volunteer, renew your membership 
every year, donate to the Annual Fund, or one of our endowment 
funds. Museum hosting and event assistance is a good way to 
participate. Board members help us with visioning, policy-making, 
direction, and vital discussion about the future. In the meantime, 
we thank you for every thing you do in support of your Waseca 

County history! 





Waseca County Historical Society 
315 Second Avenue N.E. / P.O. Box 314 
Waseca, MN 56093 
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10 Ways to Support Waseca County History! 
Contact Sheila Morris, 507-835-7700 about any of these support programs.  
 
1. Gather a group of family, neighbors, and friends for a “museum meet-up”! 

2. Donate grain, WCHS has an account set up at most area grain facilities. 

3. Donate to any one of our Endowment Funds for an endless gift.  

4. Be a History Partner by pledging annually. 

5. Gift a WCHS Membership to a friend or a family member. 

6. Be a Sustainer with a $100 new or renewed membership. 

7. Like us on Facebook! Visit our website! 

8. Give to our year-end Annual Fund for operations. 

9. Donate to the Hofmann Apiaries Restoration. 

10. Plan a bequest. 

 

Our members are everywhere! 


