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Waseca, Minnesota 

New sign for the library donated by Henry & Phyllis Lewer. Chautauqua in Maplewood Park 

NPR correspondent, David Welna, 
comes home to Waseca; pictured  
with his parents. 

Newell 
Searle, with 
dad Rod  
after New-
ell’s talk at 
the  
March 
luncheon 

Anyone  
remember  
last April 12, 
2013? 

John Elsner’s 1840s Merriman Park miniature townhouse 



I n 2013 we celebrated the Society’s 75th 
Anniversary! We gathered our own or-
ganization’s history and published the 4-
part series in the newsletter. We served 

birthday cake at Hodgson Hall during the Wase-
ca County Fair. (It disappeared pretty fast!)  We 
created a traveling display and debuted it at the 
SROC Centennial Open House. And we ended 
the celebrating at our Annual Meeting Supper in October. 

In January 2013, the lift was officially finished, inspected, 
and approved for use. We thank the Minnesota Arts and Cultur-
al Heritage Fund for the $48,000 grant to make the museum 

building completely ADA 
compliant. We must also thank 
the original donors of our 2007
-2009 150th Birthday Gift 
Capital Campaign as those 
funds were accessed to provide 
the supplemental funds needed. 

The Timeline Exhibit Plan was 
completed in 2013. And an 
additional Legacy grant was 
approved for the Research 
Phase which will happen in 
February 2014. We will push 
to raise community support to 
help match funds we will re-
quest for the 20 new exhibit 
cases in the Exhibit Plan. 

In February the Ice Harvest 
was successful. About 300 
fifth and sixth graders learned 
about scoring and cutting ice. 
They did some sliding and kick
-sledding, too.  

There were four Spring Lunch-
eons presenting native sons 
and a daughter. They included 

a journalist, two successful authors, and an artist/musician:  
Newell Searle in March, David Welna in April, then Rachel 
Hanel and Larry Hofmann in May. We can’t always count on 
finding hometown personalities, but it sure helps. This was our 
most successful luncheon series since its inception. 

Chautauqua in July was just plain hot again, but the music 
is always uplifting with American Roots Music—this year by 
Frankie Lee and Erik Koskinen. The larger-than-life “wolf” 
puppet returned with artists from Chris Lutter-Gardella’s Farm 
Arts Puppets. The creations are made from recycled materials.  

Did you know our museum building is nearly 100 years 
old? It’s been showing. Water damage inside led us to the out-

side and the need to repair the bell tower, the 
roof and the stain glass windows storm windows. 
The bell tower was pretty much rebuilt. The stain 
glass storms will be repaired in Spring 2014. 
And the roof project has a $50,000 donation so 
far, but the total cost has yet to be determined. 
The summer fundraiser, “Herter’s of Waseca” 
will help with that project and help replenish our 

depleted capital needs fund. 

Our WCHS Annual Meeting was held here at the museum. 
We honored departing board members 
Neta Oelke and Gary Strenge; special 

recognition went to Rod Searle and Don 
Wynnemer, both receiving our first 
“Thousands of Hours & Thousands of 
Dollars” Award. New board members 
elected were Marilee Reck, Linda Grant, 
and Dave Dunn. At the November 
Board Meeting, these officers were 
elected:  Audra Nissen Boyer, President; 

Kate Youngberg, VP, Dr. David Pope, 
Secretary, and Tom Piche, Treasurer. 

As we look to 2014 new opportuni-
ties have already begun to take shape 
because of special gifts, the growth of 
our endowments, and the potential in the 
Minnesota Arts & Cultural Heritage 
grants.  

You may have noticed that we have started to refer to our 
museum and library as “The Waseca County History Center.” 
That is what it has become and maybe it brings us further into 
the 21st century; however, the name of our organization re-

mains, “The Waseca County Historical Society.” Come visit us 
at the Waseca County History Center! 

We invite you to support Waseca County history by join-
ing, donating, volunteering, visiting, learning and sharing—
2014 will focus on fundraising. And that will be centered 
around the first of three subsequent exhibits about our own 
“Herter’s of Waseca”. The fundraising events will all occur on 
Saturday, August 23 with the Herter’s Swap Meet, BeerFest,  
and Rock ‘n Roll Review featuring former Waseca County 
rockers of the 1960s and 1970s. Here we go! 

You can’t learn about it unless it’s saved. You can’t find it 
unless it’s safe, indexed, and digitally accessible. You can’t 
read about it unless someone writes it. We can’t continue this 
mission unless this organization continues to not just exist, but 
grows. There are as many reasons to support WCHS as there 
are stories in our past. There are thousands of stories in our 
future!   

—Sheila Morris & Joan Mooney, Co-Executive Directors 

2013 HIGHLIGHTS 

 

2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Jim King, President 

Audra Nissen-Boyer, Vice-President 

Dr. David Pope, Secretary 

Tom Piche, Treasurer 

Jim Tippy 

Gary Strenge 

Rev. Charles Espe 

Henry Lewer 

Neta Oelke 

Jerry Rutledge 

Brad Wendland 

Kate Youngberg 

Jim Peterson, Waseca County 

Al Rose, City of Waseca 

Rod Searle, Honorary Lifetime 

Don Wynnemer, Honorary Lifetime 

 

WCHS STAFF 
Joan Mooney,  

Co-Director-Programs/Research 

Sheila Morris,  

Co-Director-Development/Exhibits 

Pauline Fenelon, Artifacts/Library 

Vanessa Zimprich, Artifacts/Website 

Linda Taylor, Research 

Nancy Nelson-Deppe, Bookkeeper 

Doris Berger, a longtime 
WCHS members attends 
the first luncheon and uses 
the new lift. 

There are  
as many reasons  

to support WCHS  
as there are stories  

in our past!  



You can’t learn about it unless it’s saved. 

UPPER LEFT:  Joan Mooney visits Hartley Elementary class-
rooms. FAR LEFT: WCHS staff outing to the Alexander Ramsey 
House in St. Paul.  NEAR LEFT: The new gun case with help from 
Gary Taylor, Randy Prange, and George Kastelle. ABOVE:  Dr. 
Ron Schirmer during our first Archaeology Night. BELOW LEFT:  
The Board’s Christmas gathering.  BELOW: Larry Hofmann 
speaking at the May Luncheon. 



This year we decided to publish 
the list of all our current mem-
bers. During the year we publish 
our renewals and new members 
in our quarterly newsletters. This 
should be all current members in 
all our categories. 
 
LIFETIME MEMBERS 
These members have contributed  
$1,000 to the WCHS Lifetime Endow-
ment Fund: *New in 2013 
Allen, Mary P. 
Britton, Marjorie 
Brynildson, Gladys 
Chaffin, Robert and Lois 
Cooper, Gus 
Corchran, Maria E. (Liz) 
Fette, Leo J. 
Fischer, Larry and Marian 
Fitzsimmons, Francis M. 
Fostveit, Donna 
Fox, James and Elaine 
Fuller, Boyd 
Gerding, Dr. and Mrs. James 
Gores, Marjorie L. 
Haley, Sharon 
Hecht, Sigri 
Horner, Margaret 
Johnson, Ronald 
Kastner, Bonnie 
Kiesler, Kalvin and Barbara 
Kopischke, Barbara and Gerald 
Lewer, Henry and Phyllis 
Markus, Elizabeth 
McCarthy, George B. and Jean 
Oelke, Neta L. 
Peterson, Arlene 
Pommerenke, Gloria and Lori 
Rethwill, Wesley 
Rutledge, Jerry and Linda 
Searle, Ruth 
Sheeran, Robert and Betty 
Smith, Keith and Wilda 
Stauffer, Bruce and Mary Jane 
Strand, Mel 
Swenson, Virginia 
Tippy, James and Moira 
Webber, Wendy 
Wendland, Helen 
Wick, Bruce and Lorraine 
Winegar, George and Sharlene 
Wynnemer, Donald and Margaret 
 
SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
These members have contributed 
$100 for their 2013 membership: 
Dave and Melissa Dunn 
Ron Joyce 
Bonnie Kastner 
R.P. and Mary Ann Madel 
Philip and Georgia Nelson 
Phyllis Suemnick 
Jeanie Thompson 
 
INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY  MEMBERSHIP 
Sr. Jeanne Adams  
Mary L. Allen 
Richard and Shirley Ahlfors 
Robert Aitken 
Louis P. Albrecht 
Donald Aldrich 

Sharon Allen 
Mary Amsrud 
David Anderson 
Chanise Applen 
Iona Arnfelt 
Eileen Arvesen 
Myrwood A. & Helen Bagne 
Dale Baker 
James & Edith Barber 
Darcy Barnes 
Myra Battenfield 
Manny & Patricia Beckmann 
John & Deanna Bendix 
Bethel Bentley 
Doris Berger 
Ann Berrie 
Eva Bickell 
Jerome Bird 
Mark Bliven 
David Blomquist 
Jane Bluhm 
Marilyn Blume 
Kelly Bodine 
Vivian Bohmbach 
Cory Boje 
Linda & Larry Born 
Rodney Born 
Suzanne Born 
Brian Bowe 
Tim & Audra Boyer 
Andrew Breck 
Valerie Britton 
Marjorie Britton 
Kevin Brown 
Brown Printing 
Gladys Brynildson 
Laura Buchler 

Orville Buesing 
Carrie Burger 
Gwen Buscho 
Karen & Marty Buum 
Robert Byrne 
Brenda Byron 
Mark Byron 
Paul Byron 
Jean Byron 
John Byron 
Joseph Callahan 
Brad & Colleen Carlson 
Arthur Carlson 
Michael Carpenter 
Robert & Lois Chaffin 
Bruce Childs 
Mark & SkiAnn Christiansen 
Joan Clasen 
Richard and Kristie Class 
Margaret & David Cochrane 
Matt Connor 
Mary Connors 

Tammy Conway 
Gus Cooper 
Maria E. (Liz) Corchran 
Cindy & Scott Coy 
Lynda Cypher 
Steven & Mary Jo DeLaitsch 
Debbie Deragisch 
Matt & Abby Dettmer 
Lora Devereaux 
James & Cathy Dey 
Gordon Diesch 
Deb & Gary Dobberstein 
Millicent Adams Dosh 
Ardella Draheim 
Paul & Carol Dressler 
Dave and Melissa Dunn 
Jane Dunn 
Dave and Melissa Dunn 
Susan Eckert 
Fred Eichorst 
Arlene Elsner 
Diane Engle 
Jeshua Erickson 
Charles and Kathryn Espe 
Ellsworth Evenson 
Craig Evers 
Margaret Ewert 
Lona Falenczykowski 
June Fell 
Pauline Fenelon 
Kari Fenelon 
Leo J. Fette 
Larry & Marian Fischer 
Francis M. Fitzsimmons 
Kathleen Flitsch 
Karen Flood 
Arlene Foels 
John Fogal 
Carol Ford 
Daniel Forrest 
Helen (Sally) M. Forrest 
Diane & Rick Forsythe 
Donna Fostveit 
Sean Fox 
Elaine and James Fox 
Pam Fredrick 
Janie Freeman 
Robert & Kathleen Frisk 
Becky Fuller 
Boyd Fuller 
Rev. Robert E. Gahler 
Carroll & Grace Galvin 
Susan Gasink Bateman 
Eunice Gasner 
Barbara Gauger 
Dr. & Mrs. James Gerding 
Marjorie E. Giesen 
Beth Ann Gilleland 
Carollea Gilomen 
Jennifer and Michael Goblirsch 
Pam & Larry Goehring 
Julie Goldman 
Russell D. Good 
Betty M. Goodrich 
Marjorie L. Gores 
Sue Grable 
Barbara Graham 
Rosalie Grams 
Linda Grant 
Mark & Janet Gray 
Dale Groskreutz 
Richard  Guentzel 
John & Tracy Gutfleisch 
Bill Habeck 
Harold Habein 
Robert  Hagen 

Ruth Hager 
Sharon Haley 
Robert Halstead 
Ann Hamilton 
Larry Hand 
Pastor Nancy Ellen Hansen 
Char Harguth 
Dorothy Harguth 
Jim Harkness 
Sara Finley Harloff 
Margaret Hasslen 
Carol Hatfield 
William Hawkins 
Barb Herme 
Jeanne Hildebrandt 
Anita Hildebrandt 
Joanne Hintz 
Francis Hodapp 
Jeff Hoelmer 
Betty Hoffman 
James Hogan 
Thomas Holman 
James G. Holmes 
Harlan Holmquist 
Margaret Horner 
Susan Hovelsrud 
Pearl E. Hoversten 
Patricia & William Hoversten 
Nadine Hunt 
Robert Hunter 
Jan Hunter 
Carol E. Jackson 
Robin Forrest Jacobson 
Irene Jeddeloh 
Barbara Jerabek 
Susan Jirele 
Judy Joecks 
Maureen Johnson 
Judeen Johnson 
Cynthia Johnson 
Michelle Johnson 
Sandra Johnson 
Bradley Johnson 
Ronald Johnson 
Karl R. Jones 
Ron Joyce 
Pat Judd 
Trevor Kanewischer 
Eugenia M. (Bonnie) Kastner 
Anne Kastner 
Jim & Julie Kaul 
George Kelly 
Bob and Ann Kenward 
Kalvin & Barbara Kiesler 
James & Barb King 
James & Jennifer Kinkade 
Eileen Kjellman 

CURRENT MEMBERS 
As of December 31, 2013 

Board members— 
Tom Piche and Kate 
Youngberg 



Donald Knauff 
Brent Koehler 
Barbara & Gerald Kopischke 
Merila & Butch Kramer 
Robyn Kramer 
Lester and Jane Kroeger 
LeAnn Kugath 
Dave Kunst 
Thomas & Cherryl Kurkoski 
Janette H. Larson 
Tink Larson 
Cindy Lewer 
Henry & Phyllis Lewer 
Evelyn Linde 
Michael K. Linnihan 
Jean and Ole Lundquist 
Joseph Lynch 
Lisa Mackey 
Patrick Madden 
R. P. & Mary Ann Madel Jr. 
Finette Magnuson 
Maureen Malloy 

Elizabeth Markus 
Virginia McCarthy 
George B. & Jean McCarthy 
Terry McClune 
Dallas McColley 
Betty McIntire 
Daniel & Sue McRaith 
Clark Meyer 
Bethel L. Miller 
Jean Miller 
Donna & Alvin Miller 
Sarah Miller 
Lorraine H. Miller 
Kathleen & Andrew Miller 
Ruth Miller 
Mike Morrissey 
Millie Neidt  
John Nelson 
Philip & Georgia Nelson 
Richard & Carolyn Nelson 
Philip & Georgia Nelson 
Nancy Nelson-Deppe 
Beverlee A. Norman 
Neta L. Oelke 
Katherine Osheim 
Timothy & Sandra Penny 
Jaqueline A. Peters 
Kathryn Petersen 
Todd Peterson 
Arlene Peterson 
LuEllen Pettengell 

Jayne Staley 
Laurie Stenzel 
Judy Sterr 
Harlan Stoehr 
Mel Strand 
Lynne Streiff 
Gary & Pam Strenge 
Phyllis Suemnick 
Jo Ann Sutlief 
Dorothea Sutter 
Lynne Swenson 
Daniel C. Swenson 
Virginia Swenson 
Linda & Gary Taylor 
Russell & Marie Tesch 
John Teskey 
James Tetzloff 
Cindy Thompson 
Jeanie Thompson 
Kathryn Tinker 
James & Moira Tippy 
Les & Karen Tlougan 
Kathryn A. & Stanley Tollefson 
William  Tully 
Helen Turnquist 
Deb Tuttle 
Alan D. Twisselman 
Anita Veit 
Laurie Velett 
William Vogler 
Dave & Berni Wabner 
Carolyn Waldron 
Roger & Roberta Walker 
Lisa Ward 
Wendy Webber 
Eugene Welch 
Susan Welch 
Janet Welch 
Jeanne Welna 
Brad & Monica Wendland 
Helen Wendland 
Tom & Francie West 
Millie White 
Bruce & Lorraine Wick 
Beverly Wildgrube 
Barb Wildgrube 
James & Sharon Wilker 
Marilyn Wilkus 
Jack & Mary Williams 
Cheri Winegar 
George & Sharlene Winegar 
Brandon Winters 
Norma Witt 
Eugene & Fauniece Witt 
Carol A. Wobschall 

Quintin & Karen Pettigrew 
Thomas & Cindy Piche 
Lori Pommerenke 
Gloria Pommerenke 
David & Amy Pope 
Robert & Janet Prail 
Phoebe Praxl 
Bonnie Proechel 
Ron & Pat Purcell 
Marie Querna 
Shirley Raetz 
Jessica Rampanelli 
Dr. Gyles & Carol Randall 
William & Carol Rausch 
Bonnie Reak 
Milo and Marilee Reck 
Thiel Reinecke 
James Roberton 
Karen Roberton 
Charlene Roemhildt 
Scott Roemhildt 
Neil Roesler 

Robert Roesler 
Karen Roessler 
Clinton and Trista Rogers 
Gregg Rosenthal 
Kathleen Rosenthal 
Jackie Ross 
Warren Routh 
Janet Rudolph 
Jerry & Linda Rutledge 
Mary Lou Sahlstrom 
Juliet A. Salmon 
Wayne R. Sanders 
Arleen Sandrick 
Thomas & Gretchen A. Sankovitz 
Harlan Schultz 
Kent Schultz 
Janet Schultz 
Bonnie Schuster 
Alan Searle 
Newell Searle 
Ruth Searle 
Bruce & Debbie Selvik 
Ann Sewell 
Robert & Betty Sheeran 
Jennifer Shorter 
Donald Smith 
Marilyn Smith 
Martin Smith 
Keith & Wilda Smith 
John & Kris Snow 
Mike Southwick 

Dennis & Beth Ann Wolff 
Patricia Wuger 
Jody Wynnemer 
Donald J. Wynnemer 
Katie, Henry, Oliver Youngberg 
Lucille Youngberg 
Tom Zahn 
Julie Zetterberg Sardo 
Julie Zimmerman 
Shirley Zimprich 
Jon Zimprich 
Donald J. & Fran Zwach 

 
COMPLIMENTARY MEMBERS 

Access is granted to these public 
facilities and organizations:  
Church of the Latter Day Saints  
Family Search/Library Rights 
City of Janesville 
City of New Richland 
City of Waldorf 
City of Waseca 
Farmamerica  
Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council 
Waseca Area Senior Center 
Waseca County Courthouse 
Waseca County Planning & Zoning 
Waseca Medical Center 
Blue Earth County Historical Society 
Minnesota Genealogical Society 
New Richland Historical Society  
Olmsted County Historical Society 
Rice County Historical Society 
Janesville Public Library 
New Richland Public Library 
Waseca-LeSueur Regional Library 
NRHEG Schools 
Waseca Hartley Elementary 
Alton Township 
Blooming Grove Township 
Byron Township 
Freedom Township 
Iosco Township 
Janesville Township 
New Richland Township 
Otisco Township 
St. Mary Township 
Vivian Township 
Wilton Township 
Woodville Township 

Rachel Hager 
Hanel speaks 
about her popu-
lar memoir. 

Don Wynnemer 
and Rod Searle 
receive Board 
gratitude at 
Annual  
Meeting. 



APPROPRIATIONS 

We are extremely grateful for the 
support we receive from these  
entities for WCHS Operations. With-
out this support the Society would 
have no facilities or staff to grow the 
membership, donations and grants. 
 
Appropriations 
Waseca County, $60,000 
City of Waseca, $4,200 
City of Janesville, $1,000 
City of New Richland, $350 
New Richland Township, $1,000 
Alton Township, $400 
Otisco Township, $400 
Woodville Township, $150 
Blooming Grove, $250 
Freedom Township, $150 
Vivian Township, $200 
Byron Township, $250 
Janesville Township, $100 
St. Mary Township, $200 
Iosco Township, $250 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
UNRESTRICTED DONATIONS 
Are those given with no directed purpose 
other than for WCHS general operations. 
These may include building utilities, 
technology expenses, staffing, insur-
ance, materials and services to carry out 
the mission of WCHS. Income from 
WCHS Memberships, the Annual Fund, 
Memorials and Honoraria, unless other-
wise directed, are all considered unre-
stricted donations. 
RESTRICTED DONATIONS 
Are those given with the intended use for 
a specific endowment fund, a defined 
purpose or project within the mission or 
strategic goals of the Society. 
 
Memorials, Unrestricted 
In memory of Betty Fitzsimmons 
by Donna Fostveit 
 
Remembering W.G. Ward 
by Paul and Doris Ward 
 
In memory of Millie Yess 
by Donna Fostveit 
 
In memory of Clarence Prehn 
by Donna Fostveit 
 
In memory of Sigri Hecht 
by family and friends 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Neta Oelke 
by Daryl and Debbie Draheim 
 
In memory of Richard Dufault 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Henry and Phyllis Lewer 
 
In memory of Gene Lamont 
by Donna Fostveit 
 
In memory of Ray Pommerenke 
by Janette Larson and JoAnn Sutlief 

 
In memory of Bob Connors 
by Donna Fostveit 
 
In memory of Jeri Bluhm 
by Bonnie Gifford Lucas 
 
In memory of LaVonne Matz 
by Donna Fostveit 
 
In memory of Earl Dimmel, 
Class of 1956 Janesville High School 
by Doris Berger 
 
In memory of Dr. Wes Rethwill 
by Neta Oelke 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Pam and Larry Goehring 
by Carrie Rethwill Burger 
by Rod and Ruth Searle 
 
In memory of Eugene P. Miller 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Gene and Kathy Rosenthal 
 
In memory of Virgina Dolmen, 
step-daughter of Leroy Shield 
by Jack and Mary Williams 
 
In memory of Joe Britton 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Sherry and Bruce Jones 
 
In memory of Melvin Jeddeloh 
by Donna Fostveit 
 
In memory of Patricia Gaustad 
by Bruce and Sarah Miller 
by Larry and Pam Goehring 
 
In memory of Ethel Wollam 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Lorraine Carlson 
 
In memory of Dick Roessler 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Gene and Kathy Rosenthal 

 
In memory of Marlene Jensen 
by Dan Jensen 
by Kathy and Gene Rosenthal 
In memory of Janice Priebe 
by Kathy and Gene Rosenthal 
by Lynne Swenson 
 
In memory of Marcia Mittelstaedt 
by Linda Grant 
by Rod and Ruth Searle 
 
In memory of Glenn Wobschall 
by Neta Oelke 
by Avis Wobschall,  
by Karen and Clark Swenson and family  
by Dane and Claudia Wobschall  
   and family  
 
In memory of Dorothy and Bob Gigeay  
by Margie Giesen 
 
In memory of Mary Miller 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Doris Berger 
by Gene and Kathy Rosenthal 
 
In memory of Rose Ann Miller 
by Eunice Gasner 
 
In memory of Ida Larson 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Lorraine Carlson 
by Russ and Teri Ingram 
by Donna Fostveit 
by Lorraine Carlson 
 
In memory of Margaret Hassing 
by Bruce and Mary Jane Stauffer 
 
In memory of Judy Deling 
by Gene and Kathy Rosenthal 
 
In memory of Harry G. Chin 
by Don and Margaret Wynnemer 
by Doris Berger 
by Rod and Ruth Searle 
by Henry and Phyllis Lewer 
by Linda Grant 
by Jane Dunn 
by Bill and Patti Hoversten 
 
In memory of Leona Benson 
by Janette Larson 
by JoAnn Sutlief 
 
In honor of Dorothy May  
Beese Tuttle 
by Debbie L. Tuttle 
 
In memory of Irving Bickell 
by Henry and Phyllis Lewer 
 
Memorials, Restricted 
In memory of Sigri Hecht 
by Janette Larson/JoAnn Sutlief  
for the Bailey-Lewer Library 
by Margaret Sinn 
for the WCHS Endowment Fund 
 
In memory of Bob Connors 
by Bob and Janette Larson 
for the Bailey-Lewer Library 
 
In memory of Frances Larson 
by Bob and Janette Larson 



for the Bailey-Lewer Library 
In memory of Don Siems 
by Don and Fran Zwach 
for the WCHS  Endowment Fund 
 
In memory of Dr. Wes Rethwill 
by Jack and Mary Williams 
for the Wes & Carol Rethwill History 
Fund 
 
In memory of Ida Larson 
by Bruce and Mary Jane Stauffer 
for the Bailey-Lewer Library 
by Robert and Janette Larson 
for the Bailey-Lewer Library 
 
Donations 
Brown Printing, to honor the retirement  
 of Dallas McColley 
Ron and Pat Purcell 
Larry and Pam Goehring 
Dr. Donald and Harriet Welna 
Don and Margaret Wynnemer 
Itron Used Book Sale (Karen Lechner),     
 for Bailey-Lewer Library 
Janesville Community Chest 
Tom Sankovitz 
Freeborn Co Historical Society visit 
George and Jean McCarthy 
S.E. Markey 
Waseca Garden Club 
Henry and Phyllis Lewer 
 For additional installation costs of 
 Bailey-Lewer Library signage 
 
For the 2012 Annual Fund 
McIntire, Betty 
 
For the 2013 Annual Fund  
*Give-to-the-Max Day donors 
*Abbe, Patrice K. 
*Espe, Charles 
*Fenelon, Pauline 
*Friedl, Barbara 
*Hintz, Joanne 
*Jackson, Carol E. 
*Lund, Curt 
*Neidt, Millicent I. 
*Staley, Jayne,  
 In memory of the Joyce family 
 farm, 1865-2012 
*Strenge, Gary 
*Taylor, Linda 
*Youngberg, Kate 
*Youngberg, Kathryn 

Ahlfors, Richard and Shirley 
Allen, Mary 
Armstrong, Wendell and Ruth 
Battenfeld, Myra 
Berger, Doris 
Born, Suzanne—In Honor of Don and 
 Margaret Wynnemer 
Byron, John and Melissa 
Corchran, Maria “Liz” 
Crystal Valley Co-op 
Dobberstein, Gary and Deb 
Dressler, Paul and Carol  
Dunn, Dave and Melissa 
Ewert, Margaret 
First National Bank 
Fitzsimmons, Francis M.—  
 In memory of Pauline A.  
 Fitzsimmons for endowments 
Forrest, Dan 
Forrest, Sally 
Fox, Elaine and Jim 
Freeman, Ruth—In memory of Mary 
 Downie Freeman 
Gallagher, Bonnie 
Galvin, Grace and Carroll 
Gerding, Dr. Jim and Dodie—In memory 
 of Dr. Harold and Irma Lorenz 
Grant, Linda 
Harguth, Dorothy 
Hasslen, Margaret 
Hildebrandt, Jeanne 
Hogan, James 
Horner, Margaret (Peggy)—In Memory  
 of Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Hodgson 
Hoversten, Pearl 
Hunter, Robert 
Jones, Karl 
King, Jim and Barbara 
Larson, Janette and Robert —In memory 
 of Ida A. Larson, for the Bailey-
 Lewer Library 
Lewer, Henry and Phyllis 
Lundquist, Jean and Ole— 
 For the Bailey-Lewer Library 
Markus, Elizabeth— 
 In memory of Richard Markus 
McIntire, Betty 
Miller, Jean 
Miller, Lorraine 
New Richland Historical Society 
Nissen, Audra Boyer 
Oelke, Neta—In memory of B.G. Oelke 
Penny, Tim 
Querna, Marie— 
 In memory of Paul and Pat Querna 

Richard, Deb 
Roberton, James 
Rosenthal, Jeanette 
Ross, Jackie 
Routh, Warren 
Rudolph, Janet 
Salmon, Juliet 
Schultz, Harlan and Janet—In memory  
 of Adolph and Margaret Schultz 
Searle, Rod and Ruth 
Searle, Newell—In honor of Linda Grant 
Srp, Roy and Delores 
Swenson, Virginia and Gores, Marjorie— 
 In memory of Dwight Gunberg 
Tesch, Russ and Marie 
Tippy, Jim and Moira 
Tollefson, Bud and Kathryn 
Tuttle, Debbie L.—In honor of Dorothy May 
 Beese Tuttle 
Welch, Janet 
Welna, Jeanne—In memory  
 of Kathleen Conway 
Wick, Bruce and Lorraine 
Wildgrube, Beverly 
Witt, Gene and Fauniece 
 
Grants Received, Restricted 
$400--Janesville Area Foundation: 
 for Hofmann Honey Farm  
 Interpretive exhibit panels 
$4,800—Prairie Lakes Regional Arts  
 Council:  For Spring Luncheon-
 Lecture Series, expanded to four 
 speakers—Searle, Welna, Hofmann, 
 and Hanel. 
$6,500--Minnesota Historical & Cultural 
 Grant: For the Hofmann Honey Farm 
 Evaluation for National Historic 
 Register designation 
$7,000—Minnesota Historical & Cultural 
 Grant:  For the Interpretive Exhibit 
 Plan for Waseca County Timeline 
$9,866--Minnesota Historical & Cultural 
 Grant:  For the Research Phase  
 of the Timeline Exhibit Plan  
 
For Museum Lighting Replacement 
Project: Installed January 2014 
$1,500—The Roy and Jeanette Tollefson 
 Fund of Waseca Area Foundation 
$1,500—Waseca VFW Post 1642 
$1,500—Alliance Pipeline Foundation 
$3,711—E.F. Johnson Foundation 
 
 

$3,900—Prairie Lakes Regional Arts 
Council:  For Chautauqua July 2013 
 
Grants Received, Unrestricted 
$500—Exxon-Mobil Foundation, match-
ing volunteer hours of Don Wynnemer 
 
Other Items Donated 
From the Faribault IRIS House—3 two-
 drawer file cabinets and vertical 
 display case  
From Clear Lake Press—Printing paper 
 end rolls for banners & signage 
From Waseca Floral—Exhibit ready 7 ft. 
 Christmas tree  
From Judith Forster-Monson, artist and 
 John Stocker, woodworker— 
 A painted and reconstructed dona
 tion box 
From Sigri Hecht—A new museum back 
 storm door installed in November 
 2013 by Mike Kuster, who donated 
 his installation time. 
From ALM Builders—For materials to 
 repair the Ice Harvest storage 
 shed. 
From Bob Amiot—Information and docu
 ments copies regarding I.O.O.F in 
 Waseca County 
  



VOLUNTEERS 
 
WCHS has devoted volunteers as 
well as our Board of Directors 
and their families, who assist 
with annual and special events. 
We are grateful to all for their 
time and labor.  
 
Ice Harvest 
Austin Root 
Marita Wadd 
Mark Wegner 
Marlin Gekeler 
Harlan Gekeler 
Deputy Jay Dulas 
Deputy Joe Linde 
Scott Roemhildt 
Amy Roemhildt 
John Pribble 
Jeff Huelsnitz 
Steve Melcher 
Jolene Gunderson 
Mark Bartelt 
Waseca County STS crew 
Akorn Creations Consulting 
Farmamerica 
Associated Lumber Mart 
Tesch’s Automotive Center 
Southside Wood Recycling 
Centennial Lakes Park, Edina, MN 
City of Waseca Parks Dept. 
Waseca County Sheriff’s Dept. 
Ken Borgmann 
Monika Snyder 
Chad Borgmann 
 
Sleigh & Cutter Parade 
Ken Borgmann 
Tom Piche 
Audra Nissen-Boyer 
Olivea Boyer 
Evelyn O’Brien 
Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Smith 
Clear Lake Signs 
 
For oral history interviews 
Carol Wobschall 
 
For moving and lifting 
Greg Klingerman & STS crew 
Kevin Clemons/Suburban Furniture 
Bill Madson, and Aaron  
 
For installing the Bailey-Lewer  
Library sign 
Waseca County Highway Dept. Crew 
 
For major assistance  
creating the new gun case 
George Kastelle 
Gary Taylor 
Randy Prange-Waseca Glass 
 
Chautauqua 
Chase Roberts 
Charlie’s Hardware 
Kiesler’s Campground & RV Center 
Kristi Corchran 
Gene Miller 
Robert Schmidt 
Waseca, Parks Dept/Mark Bartelt 
Rod Searle 
Ruth Searle 
Barb Friedl 

Kate Youngberg 
Karen Lechner 
David Pope 
Mrs. Pope 
Kathy Rosenthal and daughter 
Jan Hunter 
Gary Taylor 
Linda Taylor 
Jerome Broughton 
Edie Barber 
Helen Wendland 
Paul Dressler 
Jim Ferch 
Quinten Pettigrew 
Karen Pettigrew 
Barb Gauger 
Bruce Boyce 
Lorraine Harter 
Jon Zimprich 
Karl Jones 
Tom Piche 
Donna Fostveit 
Don Wynnemer 
Neil Fruechte 
Don Zwach 
Dale Huelsnitz 
Jeff Huelsnitz 
Maynard Breck 
Tom Sankovitz 
Joe McCarthy 
Carol Wobschall 
Diane Forsythe family 
Rick Morris 
 
Thanks to performers! 
Zach Madel 
Frankie Lee 
Erik Koskinen 
Al Batt 
Twin Cities Sacred Harp Singers 
Northern Drawl 
Shirley and Alvin Groskreutz 
Amy Roemhildt 
Puppet Farm Arts 
Most of all thanks to the Prairie Lakes 
Regional Arts Council, thanks to legisla-
tive appropriation from the Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund; thanks to the 
E.F. Johnson Foundation, advised by the 
Waseca Area Foundation. 
 
County Fair volunteers 
Jan Hunter 
Linda Taylor 
Kate Youngberg 
Jim King 
Barb King 
Tom Piche 
Henry Lewer 
Audra Nissen-Boyer 
Doris Berger 
Rod Searle 
Ruth Searle 
Donna Fostveit 
Karl Jones 
Don Wynnemer 
Diane Forsythe 
Michael Hecht 
Millie Neidt 
Wayne Johnson 
Mark Wolff 
Lowell Root 
Brian Root 
Brad Root 
Don Knauff 
Steve Schussler, Schussler Creative 
Mike Hintz 
John Underwood 

Dan Swenson 
John Teskey 
Craig Miller 
Trevor Kanewischer 
Bob Kipp 
Craig Connors 
Katherine Rieck 
Kristin Maxon 
 
For creating the “Silver Threads”  
Quilt exhibit 
Stitchers in Time Quilt Guild 
 
For new artistic donation box 
Judith Forster-Monson 
John Stocker 
 
For participating in the holiday  
exhibit, “Visions of Sugar Plums” 
John Elsner 
Justine Meyers, Pearl Button Primitives 
Kathy Rosenthal 
Lois Chaffin 
Tami Collins, Zinnia’s 
 
Other Volunteers 
Dave and Melissa Dunn 
Rick Morris 
Jan Hunter 
Jean Lundquist 
Katherine Reick 
Don Siems 
Don Wynnemer 
Brad Wendland 
Gary Mittelsteadt 
Jeremy and Claire Zimprich 
Dan Swenson 
Steve DeLaitsch 
Chris Kirchner 
Cory Boje 
Scott Beckmann 

 

KEY ARTIFACTS DONATED 
Did you know that we can only maintain 
what we are given? Educating the public 
is ongoing. What is the next phase of 
Waseca County history that must be 
collected and saved? Here are some 
artifacts that came in this year: 
 
Herter’s wool coat, Sheila Morris 
Herter’s ash tray, Bonnie Kastner 
Five Courthouse oak chairs, Richard  
 Androli 
Elk’s Park plate/vase, Jim King 

Evangelical United Methodist Church 
Communion ware, banner, baptismal 
font, and quilt, Alice Siems 

Baptismal gown, Susan Mundale 
Ad pieces, Michael Hecht 
Waldorf P.O. certificates, Margaret Ewert 
Rebekah Lodge records, Mickey Tibbets 
Herbst sisters collection, Joan Bierman 

Tricycle/metal dollhouse, Mary Hoelmer 
Grawunder family history, R. Kenward 
Schauer family history, Lucille Young-
berg 
Wood, Webb, Mitchell, Proechel family 
photos, Judy Sterr 
Connors family photos/artifacts, Mary 
Connors 
Herbarium scrapbook, Susan Bateman 
Jennison Flour sack Belgian scrapbook, 
Newell Searle 
Herter’s knife, Tom Piche 
Bagne family saga, Beverly Paulson 
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Different Ways to Support Waseca County History! 
Contact Sheila Morris, 507-835-7700 about any of these support programs.  
 
1. Make a donation toward Roof Replacement Project or the Timeline Exhibit Cases Project. 

2. Advocate for your Waseca County history by talking to neighbors and friends! 

3. Donate grain, WCHS has an account set up at most area grain facilities. 

4. Donate to any one of our Endowment Funds for an endless gift. 

5. Be a History Partner by pledging $1,000 per year for three years. 

6. Gift a WCHS Membership to a friend or to a family member. 

7. Be a Sustainer with a $100 new or renewed membership. 

8. Join or renew  for as little as $25 annually.  

9. Like us on Facebook! Visit our website! 

10. Give to our year-end Annual Fund for operations. 

11. Plan a Bequest. 

Our members are all over the place!  


