
Christmas Past); and participating in event after event, while 
assisting board members with the Campaign fundraising. There 
were many more board meetings and planning sessions, ending 
the year with an exciting Board Retreat on December 15 in 
which the board started thinking ahead to 2015. You will hear 
more about new goals and priorities as we meet through this 
year of planning.  

Coming to the end of 2007, we are grateful for our wonder-
ful staff and so many volunteers! Nancy Nelson-Deppe joined 
us this year as book-
keeper, working with 
Board Treasurer Dan 
Swenson—both have put 
in long hours with cam-
paign fundraising reports 
and budget planning. Our 
collections people, 
Vanessa Zimprich and 
Pauline Fenelon are dedi-
cated. Linda Taylor is our 
expert genealogist. Joan 
Mooney worked with Jeff 
Huelsnitz and Scott 
Roemhildt, those terrific 
Farmamerica guys, pre-
senting one of the best Ice Harvests ever on Clear Lake 
(February 6) for about 300 fifth graders from around the 
county. Sheila Morris is working on the next exhibit, The 
Townships, 150 Years of Grassroots Government. Yes, it’s an-
other anniversary coinciding with the state Sesquicentennial. 
She is coordinating Waseca County’s participation in the Min-
nesota Digital Library project. Also, the work of the townships 
exhibit is blended with the research and gathering of artifacts 
for the Waseca County Timeline.  

On the next page, be sure to read who’s coming for lunch. 
We have  a wonderful slate of speakers for the Spring Lunch-
eon Series. We thank you all for an exciting first year as WCHS 
co-directors.   

“All things considered, we’re very encouraged!”    
—Sheila & Joan  
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o ur gratitude to all of the 
contributors to the Wa-

seca County 150th Birthday Gift 
Campaign. You know it is a 
three-year campaign, but you 
members and community sup-
porters have seen fit to accom-
plish our goal of $150,000 
within eight months of the first 
year! We are so grateful to Jerry 
and Linda Rutledge for kicking-
off the campaign back in June 
with their challenge to match 
their $5,000 donation. It was 

matched and they gave another $5,000. That’s what started 
things rolling. Nearly 250 individuals and businesses have 
given—some memorials or honorariums, some designated to 
one of our Waseca Area Foundation funds, some matched by 
their workplaces, ALL very generous. Most of the contributions 
have come from those living in the Waseca area, but many have 
come from our members living all over the country who were 
born here, or have roots here. We want to especially thank the 
E.F. Johnson Foundation (formerly the NorAm Foundation). 
We now have two new efficient furnaces. We thank Rod Searle 
for his continuing leadership as Campaign Committee Chair, 
and our entire WCHS Board of Directors for their efforts—
which are still on-going. And we thank Brown Printing for 
making the donation that put us over to make our goal! 
Our extended goal for WCHS and the purpose of the fundrais-
ing is to achieve greater sustainability for our future. Former 
board members like the late Edgar and Ethel Johnson, and pre-
sent WCHS members Dorothy Moriarty and Mary Allen, Jerry 
(2008 board president) and Linda Rutledge, and Dr. W.H. 
Rethwill, Jr., and our former executive director Margaret Sinn 
all worked to establish the SIX endowment funds benefiting 
WCHS, administered by the Waseca Area Foundation, part of 
the Minnesota Community Foundation.  
 
AN EVENT-FILLED YEAR 
 
We really tried to take advantage of every opportunity that 
came our way—promoting WCHS, attending workshops, visit-
ing township boards, visiting with the city and county officials, 
riding in parades, meeting people in the community and on-line 
everywhere! Along the way the museum hosted FIVE exhibits 
(Key Ingredients; St. Mary Township; Stitches-in-Time Quilts; 
Leroy Shield-Native Son, Hollywood Bound; and Festival of 
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History Notes is a publication of the Waseca County  
Historical Society ©2008 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 314, Waseca, MN 56093 
Street Address: 315 Second Avenue N.E. 
(507) 835-7700 
 
www.historical.waseca.mn.us  
(See our story on the new design) 
 
WCHS 2008 Board of Directors: 
Jerry Rutledge: President 
Jim King: Vice-President 
Jean Lundquist: Secretary 
Dan Swenson: Treasurer 
Rod Searle 
Don Wynnemer 
Henry Lewer 
Rev. Charles Espe 
Don Zwach 
Jim Tippy 
Al Ruhland, County Commissioner 
Al Rose, City Council 
Boyd Abbe 
Presently there are two board position open  
due to the resignations of Margaret Sinn  
and Gwen Buscho. 
 
Staff:  
Joan Mooney, Co-Director/Programs & Research 
program@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Sheila Morris, Co-Director/Exhibits & Archives 
photo@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Pauline Fenelon, Artifacts/Library 
collection@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Vanessa Zimprich, Artifacts/Website 
artifact@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Linda Taylor, Researcher, Bailey House, 
Thursdays and Fridays. 9-12 and 1-5 p.m. 
research@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Nancy Nelson-Deppe, Bookkeeper 
account@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Museum & Gift Shop Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Bailey-Lewer Research Center Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.-12 & 1-5 p.m. 
or by appointment. 

Spring Luncheon Lecture Series 2008 
Reservations necessary—Members, $10;  
Non-members, $15 
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 27  
Reserve by March 24 
The March Luncheon will fea-
ture Peggy Korsmo-Kennon, for-
mer WCHS director (1979-1985) 
and current Director of Pro-
grams, Bell Museum of Natural 
History. 

 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 24 
Reserve by April 21 
Film maker Barbara Britain will talk 
about her documentary film Return to 
Shetek: The Courage of the Fool Sol-
diers. It’s the story of the Native Ameri-
can soldiers who helped negotiate the 
return of the white settlers taken hostage 
during the uprising at Lake Shetek in 
1862. What is Waseca’s link to that 
event? 
 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 29 
Reserve by May 26 
Author, Susan Davis 
Price returns with her 
new book, Northern 
Treasure, the Minne-
sota Landscape Arbo-
retum and  
Horticultural Research 
Center. Susan will be 

showing 
images 
from her book photographed by John Gregor.  
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 5 
An Opening Reception for the exhibit—The 
Townships: 150 Years of Grassroots Govern-
ment—more details to come. Just know that 
the Waseca County townships will turn 150 
years old on this date.  
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Dear Members & Contributors: 
 
Your Society has never had a year like 2007!Your Society has never had a year like 2007!Your Society has never had a year like 2007!Your Society has never had a year like 2007! See what you members and supporters have done to 
ensure the future of the Waseca County Historical Society! As you know, in celebration of Waseca 
County's 150th Birthday, we began a Gift Campaign last June 19 and set a three-year goal of 
$150,000. In just under eight months—your gifts have reached that goal! 
 
So, what did this accomplish? Well, you’ve taken WCHS a giant step toward the ultimate goal of 
sustainability. Your Board of Directors will be defining that goal further in their up-coming year-of 
planning. Regarding the immediate needs, you facilitated the purchase of two new energy-efficient 
furnaces, replacing the three ancient ones that were costing us several thousand dollars a year to 
maintain. You provided much needed new space-saving collection storage shelves for the basement 

level. You provided funds for a new 
copier/printer linking all of our com-
puters, and producing our newsletters 
and other materials in-house. Best of 
all, you are sending substantial funds 
to our five Waseca Area Foundation 
Family of Funds, providing WCHS 
with future income forever, and they 
are growing every year.  
 
With the support we have experi-
enced in 2007, we feel confident go-
ing forward with plans for new pro-
gramming, new exhibits and greater 
contact with all of you. Our newly 
designed website is finally launched—

www.historical.waseca.mn.us. It will continue to grow with added indexing and more photographs. 
We’ve begun to collect more oral histories. And there are more events to celebrate in the near fu-
ture. Chautauqua and the Ice Harvest, our two community-wide events are more popular than 
ever. Over 300 students from the far corners of the county experienced the Ice Harvest February 6. 
The Waseca All-School Reunion will be celebrated over the same weekend as Chautauqua, July 4-
6, 2008.  
 
We are extremely grateful and your support tells us that you approve of our accomplishments this 
year, and our goals for the future. We are so fortunate to have such generous members. You are all 
over the United States. You love to visit our website. You love this place called Waseca County. 
Please continue to support us and let us know what you think!    
 
Jerry Rutledge    Rod Searle      
WCHS 2008 Board President  150th Birthday Gift Campaign Chair 
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*Donation made in 2008 
 
VISIONARY CIRCLE 
Contributions of $10,000 and more 
Dorothy Moriarty 
First National Bank 
Roundbank 
Jerry and Linda Rutledge 
Wes and Carol Rethwill History Fund 
E.F. Johnson Foundation 
(formerly NorAm Foundation) 
 
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
Contributions of $5,000 or more 
Ruth and Rod Searle 
Tim Penny 
Jim and Moira Tippy 
 
BENEFACTOR CIRCLE 
Contributions of $1,000 or more 
Gwen Buscho 
Boyd and Patrice Abbe 
Elaine Swenson 
Boyd Fuller 
Sigri Hecht 
Henry & Phyllis Lewer 
Jean and Ole Lundquist 
Mel Strand 
Bruce and Lorraine Wick 
Don and Margaret Wynnemer 
Minnesota Community Foundation 
W. H. Rethwill, D.D.S. 
Ronald J. Johnson 
Leo J. and Shirley M. Fette 
Lois and Robert Chaffin 
Francis M. Fitzsimmons 
Brown Printing* 
McRaith Funeral Homes-Waseca/Janesville* 
 
PATRONS 
ADC  
Allen, Mary L. 
Alton Township 
American Family Insurance* 
Ames, Nanette Johnson 
Armstrong, Wendell and Ruth 
Arndt, Margie F. 
Arvesen, Eileen 
Associated Lumber Marts, Inc. 
Bagne, Myrwood A. 
Baker, Donna J. 
Bean, Bruce W. 
Benbow, Mary 
Birds Eye 
Blooming Grove Township 
Born, Donald E. 
Born, Suzanne 
Boyer, Tim and Audra 
Britton, Joe and Marjorie 
Bushel Boy Farms 
Byron, John 
Carlson, Lorraine 
Casey’s General Store 
Century 21 First Choice 
Charlie’s Hardware* 
Chin, Harry 
Clear Lake Press, Inc. 

Clemons, Leta 
Connors Plumbing 
Connors, Brad and Trudi 
Cooper, F.L. “Gus” 
Corchran, Inc. 
Corchran, Liz 
Culligan Water 
Cummins, Carol 
DeLaitsch, Steve and Mary Jo 
Dey, Dr. and Mrs. James 
Dobberstein, Gary and Deb 
Dorsey, Patricia McDonough  
Draheim, Ardella 
Dunn, Dave 
Dunn, Jane 
Edward D. Jones-Bill Groh 
Emerson Network* 
Espe, Charles and Kathy 
Eustice, Esther 
Everett, Willard R. 
Ewert, Mr. and Mrs. Lavern A. 
Fell, Carol and June 
Feser, Lanae and Dale 
Fischer, Larry and Marian 
Fiske, Sam W. and Betty 
Fitzsimmons, Williams and Sandra 
Flathers, Elaine 
Flood, Karen Hunt 
Fog, Pete and Verna 
Forrest, Dan 
Forrest, Helen “Sally” 
Frederick, Ed and Shirley 
Frisk, Robert 
Fruechte, Neil and Sharon 
Fuller, Sherri Gebert 
Gallagher, Bonnie 
Gasner, Eunice 
Gauger, Barbara 
Gerding, Dr. James and Dodie 
Goehring, Pam and Larry 
Gores, Marjorie L. 
Grant, Linda 
Guentzel, Richard 
Habein, Harold 
Hagen, Tom and Nyla* 
Haley, Sharon 
Halstead, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Halvorson, Mike and Jean 
Harguth, Dorothy 
Hasslen, Margaret 
Hatle, Rodney 
Hecht, Michael 
Hoffman, Betty 
Holmquist, Harlan 
Horn, Jean 
Horner, Peggy 
Hoversten, Bill and Patti 
Hoversten, Pearl 
Hughes, Dan 
Hunter, Robert 
ICAN, Inc.-Tim and Tracy Jevning 
Iverson, Audrey 
Jackson, Carol and Tom 
Janesville State Bank 
Janesville Township 
Jeddeloh, Irene 
Jensen, Dan and Marlene 
Jewison, Joe 

Johnson, Jody 
Johnson, Timothy 
Jones, Karl R. 
Kastelle, George and Darlene 
Kastner, Bonnie and Rex 
Katz, Ree 
Kiesler, Barb and Kal 
Kiesler, Steve and Belinda 
King, Carolyn 
King, Jim and Barb 
King, Louise 
King, Stafford and Julie 
Klug, John and Mary 
Knauss, Neil and Linda 
Kolars, Jane 
Kolpin, DDS, Rodney 
Krause, Paul 
Kritzer Oil Company* 
Kuefner, Dennis and Sue 
Lake Region Publications 
Lakeshore Inn Nursing Home 
Larson, Janette H. and Robert A. 
Leach, Betsy 
Lenz, Kenneth 
Linde, Evelyn E. 
Lynch, Darlene 
Manthe, Lois 
McCarthy, George and Jean 
McIntire, Homer and Betty 
Mediacom Communications Corp 
Melcher’s Power-Vac., Inc. 
Menke, Loraine 
Merrill-Lynch 
Miller, Donna 
Miller, Emily 
Miller, Jean 
Miller, Lorraine 
Miller, Paul J. 
Morris, Rick and Sheila 
Muellerleile, Dr. John and Kathy 
Neidt, Millicent I. 
Nelson, John 
Nelson, Norma 
Nelson, Richard and Carolyn 
New Richland Historical Society 
New Richland Township 
Nibler, Ione Hilberg 
O’Brien, Mike and Bea 
Oelke, Neta 
Otisco Township 
Patton, Hoversten & Berg 
Paulson, Ruth 
Personalized Printing 
Peterson, Arlene 
Peterson, John L. 
Pheasant Cafe 
Prairie Dental Arts 
Proechel, Bonnie 
Purcell, Ron and Pat 
Querna, Marie S. 
Radio Shack* 
Randall, Gyles and Carol 
Rausch, Carol and Bill 
Roesler, Bob and Marlene 
Roesler, Neil 
Rosenthal, Jeanette 
Ross, Jackie 
Ross, Marge J. 
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Routh, Warren 
Rudolph, Janet 
Ruhland, Al and Kathy 
Sahlstrom, Mary Lou 
Salmon, Juliet 
Schmidt Law Office, LTD 
Schnorenberg, Ellen 
Schoenfeld, Ruth 
Schwarz, Mert and Elaine 
Selvik, Luella 
Sheeran, Bob and Betty 
Shields, Joel and Janet & family 
Smith, Keith and Wilda 
St. Mary Township 
Staley, Jayne and Darrell 
State Bank of New Richland 
State Farm Insurance 
Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric 
Steidler, Tom and Marlene 
Stoehr, Harlan and Marlene 
Suburban Furniture 
Sutlief, JoAnn and Delency 
Swain, Amy and Will 
Swenson, Dan 
Teskey, Marilyn and John 
Tlougan, Les and Karen 
Tuttle, Dorothy 
United Prairie Bank 
Velett, Laurie Schroeder 
Walmart Stores, Inc. 
Waseca Co. News/Mainstream Publications* 
Waseca Floral 
Waseca Medical Center 
Waseca Optometric 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Wendland, Helen 
West, Dr. R. Leland  
West, Melissa 
West, Tom and Francie 
Westrum, Richard and Elaine* 
WHS & SHHS Class of 1947  
Wildgrube, Beverly 
Wilkus, John and Marilyn 
Wilton Township 
Winegar, Inc. 
Wobschall, Carol* 
Woodville Township 
Wright, Myrna 
Wuger, Patricia 
Youngberg, Manley 
Zimmerman, Jim 
Zwach, Don and Fran 
 
2007 MEMORIALS  
In memory of Robert McIntire  

by Donna Fostveit and Margaret Sinn 
In memory of John Pfeifer  

by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Michael Jellum  

by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Marlene Felber  

by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Arlene Bosacker  

by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Daphne Olson  

by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Keith Dibble  

by Keith and Wilda Smith 

In memory of Loren Hecht  
 by the Hecht family members 
 by Donna Fostveit 
 by Eunice Gasner 
 by Lola and I. F. Roesler 
 by Dorothy Tuttle 
 by Margaret Sinn 
 by Bruce and Sherry Jones 
 by Ruth Paulson 
 by Cletus and Rita Wendinger 
In memory of David Hoversten  

by Pearl Hoversten 
In memory of Tippy Weckwerth  
 by Donna Fostveit 
 by Pauline Fenelon 
 by many friends 
 by Rev. Myrwood A. Bagne 
In memory of Burton Quast  

by Doris Berger and Rural School District 73 
In memory of Lyle Nelemans  

by Henry and Phyllis Lewer 
In memory of Richard Earl Wright  

by Myrna Wright 
In memory of Jerome E. Schnorenberg  

by Ellen Schnorenberg 
In memory of Jeannette Krause  

by Jane Kolars 
In memory of Howard Sahlstrom  

by Mary Lou Sahlstrom 
In memory of Dr. Harold E. and Irma Lorenz  

by Dr. James and Dodie Gerding 
In memory of William and Bridget Cahill  

by Tom and Carol Jackson 
In memory of John Kunnelius 
 by Zita Mittelstaedt 
 by Marilyn Teskey 
In memory of L. J. and Augusts Sheldon  

by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Halstead 
In memory of Roderick Joyce  

by Jayne and Darrell Staley 
In memory of Robert Felber  

by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Elizabeth Noetzel  
 by Donna Fostveit 
 by the Noetzel family members—Larry Stenzel 

family, Beverly Thrond, John and Helen Her-
man, Lloyd and Rosie Slipp, Rosamond Miller, 
Dick and Barb Stenzel, Tom Otto family, Dan 
and Betty Stenzel, Jean and Clem Stenzel, Car-
men and Dave Meyer, Mark and Leah Stenzel, 
Ron and Wanda Stenzel, Pat and Joan Stenzel, 
Mary and Steven Thrond, Ann and Lee Roberts, 
Janet and Art Stenzel 

 by Jan Jackson 
 by Ruth and Ron Quade 
 by Wayland and Lucy Madson 
 by Mike Morrissey 
 by Tina and Chuck Madson 
In memory of Dorothy Hanna  

by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Dr. Al Rieck  

by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Archie Lortis  
 by Donna Fostveit 
 by Janet Noetzel Stenzel 
 by Neta Oelke 
In memory of Ida Mokoff  

by Phyllis Lewer 

In memory of B.G. Oelke  
by Neta Oelke 

In memory of Myron Sell 
 by Betty Hoffman 
In memory of Jacqueline Guse 
 by Pearl Hoversten 
In memory of Robert A. Ross 
 by Marge J. Ross 
In memory of Kennard Kanne 
 by Pearl Hoversten 
 by Eunice Gasner 
In memory of Wilma Roesler 
 by Linda Grant 
In memory of Arthur A. and Rose K. Johnson, 
 And Marion Johnson 
 by Nanette Johnson Ames 
In memory Jim Corchran 
 by Maria “Liz” Corchran 
In memory of Vern Carlson 
 by Michael and Bea O’Brien 
 by Donna and Al Miller 
 by Lorraine Carlson 
 by Debra Chambers 
In memory of Ralph and Wilma Roesler 
 by Bob and Marlene Roesler 
In memory of David Somers 
 by Paul and Selma Reb 
In memory of Allyne Stewart 
 by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Wes Bryant 
 by Donna Fostveit 

by Allen Bryant, Anita Tesch, Barbara Bry-
ant, and Howard Bryant 

In memory of Charlie Gigeay 
 by Esther Eustice 
 by Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Gayle Gardner 

by Donna Fostveit 
 by Joe and Marj Britton 
In memory of Bobb Cummins 
 By Donna Fostveit 
In memory of Harry Iverson 
 by Esther Eustice 
In memory of Barb Penny 
 by Tim Penny 
In memory of Jeanne McGuire 
 by Joe and Marj Britton 
 
2007 HONORARIUMS 
In honor of Margaret Sinn’s retirement 
 by Silvan Durben 
In honor of The WHS & SHHS Class of 1947  

by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Halstead 
In honor of The Gatzman family  

by Jean Bunch 
In honor of Willard Everett’s birthday  

by Louise King, Carolyn King, Betsy Leach, 
Stafford King, and Mary Benbow 
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More Oral Histories 
Collected 
 
With the recent focus on the ex-
periences of the “Greatest Genera-
tion,” the Waseca County Histori-
cal Society has continued with 
obtaining more oral histories from 
veterans of all wars. In November 
2007 Jeremiah Miller stopped in 
and talked about his tour of duty 
in Iraq. Other WWII oral histories 
were recorded by Bob Connors, 
Art Carlson, and Orlan Bergerson. 

Introducing New Website Design 
 

�� o many of you have visited our website, and by now, 
many have noticed it has been redesigned. We are very 

glad to introduce the new site because we feel you will have a 
better experience getting around to the information you desire.  

Originally the website was created to bring that internet 
accessibility to you and bring our museum and collection into 
the 21st century! It was totally free and we loved presenting it 
that way. However, we did realize after only a year or two that 
thousands of you from all over the U.S. were using the website; 
and maintaining it and 
adding more and more 
information was going 
to need more support 
dollars. Staying cur-
rent with the technol-
ogy meant we could 
utilize online member-
ship capability. We 
feel that the new 
WCHS web design 
gets you to the mem-
bership, and search 
pages much faster.  

Did you know 
that there are nearly 14,000 photographs scanned, 35,000 arti-
fact records, over 300,000 indexed records of birth, death, pro-
bates, census, cemetery, marriage, confirmation, baptisms, 
newspaper, and James Child’s History of Waseca County, 
1854-1904—all available online? 

Here are some tips to follow as you visit the new web-
site:  The primary links in the new website design are on the 
left side of the home page and every page. The Events link 
shows the current month and all the events for that month. Past 
and future events can be viewed by clicking the appropriate 
month. The Exhibits link shows the current exhibit. By clicking 
on the past exhibits link at the top of the page, past exhibits can 
be viewed by the appropriate year. The Genealogy link allows 
researchers to enter their own data into the family history or to 
view other people’s family history entries. It is not necessary to 
be a member to view the family history data. All county records 
and the collection are available to members. A search can be 
conducted by specifying a certain type of record or a general 
search can be conducted using all county records. The Gift 
Shop page shows a list of our books for sale. The Membership 
link explains each level of membership and allows visitors to 
join on-line, and also allows current members to renew their 
membership. The Newsletter link shows our current newsletter 
and also provides links to archived WCHS newsletters. The 
About WCHS link tells a brief history of the WCHS, and also 
provides a link to view current board members and staff. The 
Contact Us link provides our address, phone, email address and 
hours.  

We hope you enjoy the new look of our website. If you 
have any suggestions or comments please send an email to: 
director@historical.waseca.mn.us 

WCHS Board of Directors at Retreat 
 
The WCHS Board gathered for a board retreat at the Southern 
Research & Outreach Center on Saturday, December 15, 2007. 
Especially significant, this year’s board retreat was five hours 
of guided discussion about the future of the Waseca County 
Historical Society. Board members attending were Rod Searle, 
Jerry Rutledge-2008 board president, Jim Tippy, Charles Espe, 
Don Wynnemer, Jean Lundquist, Boyd Abbe, Henry Lewer, 
and co-directors—Sheila Morris and Joan Mooney. The discus-
sion and goal-setting was facilitated by John Kuester, former 
president of the Sherburne County Historical Society, consult-
ant to the Minnesota Historical Society’s State Preservation 
Office and current secretary of Friends of Minnesota Barns.  

Kuester provided the board members with a Retreat Report 
which the board members are now studying. With the success 
of the 150th Birthday Gift Campaign, the board is energized to 
create a strategic plan to be realized by 2015. 
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�� ou may have heard by now about the Minnesota  
Sesquicentennial Celebration. To honor the 150th year of 

our state the Sesquicentennial Commission was established to 
coordinate programs and events for the year 2008. The Waseca 
County Historical Society and clay 
artist Susan Warner have joined 
forces to reflect our state history in 
a giant clay mosaic mural for the 
Minnesota State Fair grounds.  

Susan needed help gathering 
information for the piece. She  
wanted an emphasis on “History.” I 
thought about all the contacts we 
made through the Smithsonian Mu-
seum on Main Street exhibitions we 
hosted. I knew if we contacted the historical society hosts we 
could get the job done. So with 21 historical societies around 
the state as collection agents, we are underway. Each agent was 
asked to contact other county historical centers in their region, 
passing on the information about Sue and the project. Each 
county has been asked to submit a few short sentences and or 
an image they feel best represents the county in which they live. 
Each county will have a 10”x 10” square tile. These tiles will 
make up the border of the mosaic. The interior of the piece will 
be a collage inspired by all information gathered. Here is more 
information about the project from artist Susan Warner: 
 
THE PROJECT: Greetings from Minnesota! is a public art 
piece in the form of a monumental travel postcard to celebrate 
the Minnesota Sesquicentennial and leave a legacy for all Min-
nesotans to enjoy. 

Created in mosaic and handmade tile, this public art piece 
is a collaboration of participants from all over Minnesota, lead 
artist Susan Warner and the Minnesota Sesquicentennial Com-
mission, with in-kind support from the Minnesota State Fair.  
Permanent installation is slated for 2008 on a wall at the Minne-
sota State Fairgrounds.  A handmade tile with county-specific 
imagery will be created for each of Minnesota’s 87 counties.  
Additional imagery within the postcard will celebrate history, 
regional landmarks and myth, arts and culture, ways of life, and 
capture the spirit of Minnesota. 

Throughout the year, hands-on production opportunities 
will be offered throughout the state, where community mem-
bers can work on the piece striving to: 1) Include as many peo-
ple as possible, young and old, rural and urban, from all around 

To learn more about the  
Minnesota Sesquicentennial Celebration:  

www.mn150years.org 

Minnesota; 2) If possible, connect historical societies and art 
groups to document project and collect oral histories in the 
process; 3) Learn about grandpa’s army experience and logging 
career, or grandma’s time on the sugar beet farm. Stories will 

inspire imagery, be recorded and 
heard, and be incorporated into 
2008 Sesquicentennial art piece 
dedication at State Fair. 
Work will take place indoors or 
outside, in conjunction with other 
events, in schools, community cen-
ters, regional museums and librar-
ies, through regional arts councils, 
etc. Contributors, sponsors and 
participating organizations will be 

recognized in stamped tiles (see Rondo Library Fireplace for 
word tile examples). 
 
EFFECTS & OUTCOMES: The goal is to unite people from 
underserved communities and urban core through art, create a 
beautiful piece celebrating things that define us in Minnesota, 
and leave a legacy for our state, a permanent piece in a great 
accessible location.  Perhaps we can break some records for 
number of participants, largest postcard, or best dedication at 
the 2008 State Fair! 
 
ARTIST QUALIFICATIONS: Susan Warner has led a ca-
reer in public art, commissions, and as Artist-in-Residence in 
over 100 communities, specializing in tile installations; Studio 
Artist in Minneapolis and St. Paul since 1978. 
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Thanks for being a member  
of the WCHS family! 

You know us—we maintain and 
preserve our rich Waseca 

County history and bring it 
alive to educate. Admission to 
the exhibits and programs is 
FREE, but access to research 
online requires membership.  

Upgrade or renew now! 
www.historical.waseca.mn.uswww.historical.waseca.mn.uswww.historical.waseca.mn.uswww.historical.waseca.mn.us    
You must have an email address 

to apply online. 
Also consider building the 

WCHS Endowment Fund by 
joining at the $1,000 
Benefactors Lifetime 

Membership level. It is tax-
deductible, and goes into the 
WCHS Endowment Fund.  

Waseca County Historical Society 
P.O. Box 314 
Waseca, MN 56093 
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