
The Waseca County Fair continues to get better and bet-
ter! Just as we finished celebrating another Chautauqua at 
Maplewood Park (see article inside). We readied Hodgson 
Hall for the fair. Relying on volunteers—Esther Eustice, Dan 
Swenson, Don Wynnemer, Margaret Sinn, Donna Fostveit, 
Pastor Espe, Henry Lewer, Jim and Barbara King, Rod and 
Ruth Searle, Dennis and Sue Kuefner, Don and Fran 
Zwach, Jean Lundquist, Jim and Moira Tippy--we held an-

other Used Book Sale. 
It was very success-
ful—don’t let anyone 
tell you that people 
don’t read books any-
more! We are both 
grateful for the many 
donations of used 
books, and for the 
many people who pur-
chased the books! 
Some said they will 
likely donate them 
back and buy more 

books next year! We 
brought some into the 
Museum Gift Shop to 

sell year-round at the same Waseca County Fair prices. 

If you attended the Pork Feed on the first day of the County 
Fair, then you were there to sing “Happy 150th Birthday” to 
Waseca County--with us! We presented a huge birthday cake 
created in the shape of Waseca County—one whole sheet cake 
for each of the 12 townships. Many township residents asked 
for their piece to be cut from their township cake—it was all 
FREE courtesy of HyVee Bakery, Waseca County Fair 

Board, and WCHS. 

Also new this year were Township 
T-shirts for sale at Hodgson Hall. 

They’re still available at the Museum 
Gift Shop, just $12 each--all 12 Wa-
seca Townships. And by the way, we 
want to thank the Township Boards 
(Alton, Blooming Grove, St. Mary, 

W hat a summer this is turning out to be!  We are so 
very grateful to the membership for supporting Wa-

seca County’s 150th Birthday Gift Campaign . See insert in-
side for the update. At this writing we are about to mark 
$80,000 toward our goal of $150,000. This is unprecedented in 
WCHS’s history. YOU are making this happen! 

We are also grateful to the 
work and support 
the WCHS Board 
of Directors has 
accomplished 
this summer. 
Normally the 
board meets bi-
monthly. How-
ever, because of 
the fundraising 
campaign, they 
have been meet-
ing many more 
times to plan and 
work on the cam-
paign. They also 
attended county, city and 
some township meetings on 
our behalf; and have attended 
and supported every event. 
And as you read on, it’s been 
a busy summer! 

We want to thank our volun-
teers who helped WCHS 

participate in Waseca County’s summer parades:  Jean & Ole 
Lundquist , their grandchildren, and 
Marje & Joe Britton rode in the 
Janesville Hay Daze parade; Sam 
Kohnert and Alexis Munkberg car-
ried the banner, Alearah & Dan Neu-
mann drove the team, and WCHS 
board member Rev. Charles & 
Kathy Espe  rode in the wagon at the 
New Richland Farm/City Days pa-
rade. Jon & Vanessa Zimprich 
marched in Elysian’s 4th of July pa-
rade—all warm, sunny days! Still to 
come, watch for us in the Waseca 
Marching Classic parade on Sep-
tember 22.  
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History Notes is a publication of the Waseca County  
Historical Society ©2007 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 314, Waseca, MN 56093 
Street Address: 315 Second Avenue N.E. 
(507) 835-7700 
 
WCHS 2007 Board of Directors: 
Dennis Kuefner: President 
Jerry Rutledge:  Vice-President 
Rod Searle: Secretary 
Dan Swenson:Treasurer 
Henry Lewer 
Rev. Charles Espe 
Jean Lundquist 
Jim King 
Gwen Buschow 
Don Zwach 
Jim Tippy 
Al Ruhland, County Commissioner 
Al Rose, City Council 
Margaret Sinn 
 
Staff:  (507) 835-7700 
Joan Mooney, Director/Programs & Research 
program@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Sheila Morris, Director/Exhibits & Archives 
photo@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Pauline Fenelon, Artifacts/Library 
collection@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Vanessa Zimprich, Artifacts/Website 
artifact@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Linda Taylor, Researcher, Bailey House, 
Thursdays and Fridays. 9-12 and 1-5 p.m. 
 
Nancy Nelson-Deppe, Bookkeeper 
account@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Museum Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Bailey-Lewer Research Center Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.-12 & 1-5 p.m. 
or by appointment. 
 
www.historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SEPTEMBER 
CLEAN-UP PROJECTS: Call 835-7700 
How could you be involved? Check out this list: 
 
Paint—Exhibit cases 
File—Paper Artifacts files. 
Garden—Fall clean-up at Bailey-Lewer gardens 

SEPTEMBER 13SEPTEMBER 13SEPTEMBER 13SEPTEMBER 13  
Southern Research and Outreach Center (SROC) Open House 
Thursday September 13, 2007, 4 to 8 p.m. 
 
Clean-up at the museum. Volunteers needed for cleaning, 
painting. 
 
OCTOBER 12OCTOBER 12OCTOBER 12OCTOBER 12    
Presentation:  “LeRoy Shield:  A Hometown Tribute” at the 
CIS-Central Intermediate School Auditorium, 7 p.m., $7 
Adults / $5 Seniors and Students, tickets at the door and at the 
Waseca Music Co.  
 
After the presentation, come to the museum for . . . 
 
Exhibit Opening/First Night: “LeRoy Shield:  Native Son, Hol-
lywood Bound,” 6-10 p.m., dress in 1920s style wins $5 Mu-
seum Shop Gift Certificate; on exhibit through October during 
regular museum hours.  
 
OCTOBER 13OCTOBER 13OCTOBER 13OCTOBER 13    
Special Exhibit Opening for Families: “LeRoy Shield: Native 
Son, Hollywood Bound,” 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., FREE cookies and 
milk. (Creative Acting Workshops will be held through Waseca 
Community Education at CIS on Saturday, October 13.) 
 
OCTOBER 16OCTOBER 16OCTOBER 16OCTOBER 16    
WCHS Annual Meeting & Potluck, 5:30 p.m. at the museum, 
members will receive a postcard in September—attend and 
learn about Joan’s and Sheila’s first year as co-directors; and 
celebrate Waseca County’s 150th Birthday Gift Campaign 
fundraising success! 
 
NOVEMBER 7NOVEMBER 7NOVEMBER 7NOVEMBER 7    
Fundraiser at Waseca Pizza Ranch, 5-8 p.m.  
Supplemental Funds from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  
 
DECEMBER 1 & 2DECEMBER 1 & 2DECEMBER 1 & 2DECEMBER 1 & 2    
Festival of Christmas Past exhibit: 12-6 p.m. FREE Christmas 
cookies and hot cider, roasted chestnuts, and . . . .  
 
Waseca Arts Council’s Sights & Sounds of Christmas House 
Walk, 10 a.m.-8 p.m., tickets at the Waseca Art Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
�
��
�������
����



3 

3 

Janesville, Wilton, New Richland, Woodville and Otisco, who 
have joined in support of the 150th fundraising campaign to 
date. We have enjoyed visiting these boards—we drove around 
the county seeing three board meetings on one beautiful August 
night! 

The Waseca Garden Club Tour and the Stitchers in 
Time Quilt Guild Show opening happened on the same Sun-
day, August 5. It was wonderful to receive so many visitors to 
the Quilt Show. Our Bailey-Lewer House heritage gardens 
are beautiful--due to Joan Mooney’s hard work. And with 

WAC’s Art in the Park at Trowbridge Park and Tim Johnson’s 
Architecture Exhibit at the Art Center, community spirit was 
very high that day.  

 Now, what’s ahead? Several major events—first, Sheila 
and Joan will have the WCHS booth at the Southern Research 
& Outreach Center’s Open House on September 13, 4-8 
p.m. This is always a 
great event to meet more 
people interested in 
WCHS activities. We’ll 
have items from the gift 
shop, township T-shirts, 
and information about 
Waseca County’s 150th 
Birthday Gift campaign. 
Second, watch for Joan 
and Sheila in the March-
ing Classic parade on 
September 22; and, 
third—the opening of 
“LeRoy Shield: Native 
Son, Hollywood 
Bound” exhibit on Oc-
tober 12, 6-10 p.m. be-
fore and after the presen-
tation at CIS Auditorium at 7 p.m., “LeRoy Shield: A Home-
town Tribute.”  On Saturday, October 13, 10 a.m. –2 p.m. the 
exhibit will be open for families, serving free milk and cookies! 
And finally, don’t forget about the WCHS Annual Meeting & 
Potluck on October 16, 5:30 p.m. That is all! 

Sheila Morris & Joan Mooney, Co-directors 

Continued from page 1 

Attention: Waseca County Townships 
 

I n 2008 there are eight Waseca County townships 
who will be celebrating their 150th anniversary on 

April 5—Blooming Grove, Iosco, Woodville, St. 
Mary, Wilton, Otisco, Vivan and Janesville. Later in 
the year, on November 1, New Richland and Byron 
were enacted. Freedom and Alton townships were not 
enacted until 1864, after the Winnebago or Hochunk 
Native Americans were moved to South Dakota and 
Nebraska. We will present an exhibit showcasing some 
of the history from each of these townships to com-
memorate their beginnings next Spring 2008. We can 
only exhibit what has been donated or loaned to 
WCHS for this purpose. We are currently meeting with 
many of the township boards to accomplish this pro-
ject. Please contact Sheila Morris if you have artifacts, 
information, or volunteers to assist us, 835-7700. 
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It was a great day for a Chautauqua! 
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Thanks for being a member  
of the family of WCHS! 
 
You know us—we maintain and preserve our rich Waseca 
County history and bring it alive to educate. Admission to 
the museum’s exhibits and many programs is still FREE, 
but access to the research pages of our website requires 
membership. Upgrade or renew your membership now! 
Renew ONLINE—www.historical.waseca.mn.us 
You must have an email address to apply online. 
Also consider building the WCHS Endowment Fund by 
joining at the $1,000 Benefactors Lifetime Membership 

level. It is 100% tax-deductible, and 
goes into the WCHS Endowment Fund. 
See this month’s insert about our Wa-
seca County 150th Birthday Gift Cam-
paign.  
 

Former Waseca County 
resident creates Janesville 
History Index 
 
David Hirscher, born and raised in 
Janesville, Minnesota, and now of Los 
Angeles, California, recently created an 
extensive index to “The History of 
Janesville, 1856-1956”. The index con-
tains over 2000 entries of the names, 

places, businesses and events that were 
prominent during Janesville’s first 100 

years. This tool will make the “History” a more useable 
reference tool for all future researchers and is a welcome 
addition to our research library. The copy may be viewed 
at the Bailey-Lewer Research Library next to the Waseca 
County Museum. Library hours are Tuesday-Friday, 8 
a.m.-12 p.m. and 1-5 p.m. 
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Hay Daze Parade:  Jean and Ole Lundquist, Joe and Marge 
Britton, Mitch and Luke Borneke, Pauline Fenelon 
 
150th Birthday Gift Campaign Materials:  Julie Salmon, 
Margaret Hasslen, Pearl Hoversten, Elder Dimond, Elder 
Kesler, Kendall Wynnemer, Don Zwach 
 
Pizza Ranch April Fundraiser:  Margaret Sinn, Don and Fran 
Zwach, Dan Swenson, Jim and Barbara King, Pastor Espe, 
Donna Fostveit, Rod and Ruth Searle, Sylvan Durben, Ole and 
Jean Lundquist 
 
Chautauqua-June 30:  Chautauqua Com-
mittee—Jim Tippy, Cathy Dey, Jack Wil-
liams, Don Zwach, Fran Zwach, Don Wyn-
nemer,Cookie Rausch,Keith Smith, George 
Kastelle, Bill and Eileen Harguth, Jean and 
Ole Lundquist, Millie Neidt, Connie Hall, 
Tim and Robin Terrell and family, Diane 
Forsythe and family and friends, Donna 
Fostveit, Mark Barens, Rod and Ruth Searle, 
Mary Williams, Mike and Jean Halvorson, 
Boyd Fuller, Jerry Kuhns, Ron Purcell, 
Vanessa and family, Kendall Vance, Mer-
cedes Tollefson & friends, Lauryn Zimmer-
man, Pat Beckmann & artists, Tony Baleke 
and Waseca Chorale, Lela Jones-Waseca 
Senior Center, Charlies Hardware, Ruth 
Kozan-Waseca Music. 
 
Elysian 4th of July Parade:  Vanessa and 
Jon Zimprich, Joe and Shirley Zimprich, Jean 
Lundquist, Rachel and Hannah Zimprich 
 
New Richland Farm/City Days Parade-July 7:  Barb 
Wildgrube, Rev. Charles and Kathy Espe, Sam Kohnert, Alexis 
Munkberg, Alearah Neuman, Dan Neuman 
 
Waseca County Fair:  Esther Eustice, Dan Swenson, Don 
Wynnemer, Margaret Sinn, Donna Fostveit, Pastor Espe, Henry 
Lewer, Jim and Barbara King, Rod and Ruth Searle, Dennis and 
Sue Kuefner, Don and Fran Zwach, Jean Lundquist, Jim and 
Moira Tippy, Jody and Chenea Johnson and Diane and  
ElleryForsythe. 
 
Waseca Garden Tour:  Mary Allen, Millie Neidt, Mona 

Ripke, and  the 
Garden Club 
members that 
provided cookies 
and refresh-
ments . 
Bailey House-
Gardeners  
Gladys Carlson 
and grand-
children,  
Katharine and 
Ben Lewer. 

Margaret Sinn wins National 
AASLH Merit Award 
 
Just after the last newsletter went into the mail, we were 
notified that our former Executive Director, Margaret 
Sinn, had won an American Association of State & Local 
History Merit Award for 2007. This is a national organiza-
tion recognizing a handful of leaders who have worked 
very hard on historical and preservation issues all over our 
country, but at that state and local level, the grassroots of 
history where it gets archived, told, saved and funded. 
Congratulations to Margaret Sinn, who currently serves 
on the WCHS Board of Directors, and is pursuing her own 
genealogical trails! 
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WCHS Annual Meeting  
& Potluck, 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 16, 2007 


