Celebrate a
Significant Year!

n the last newsletter we
wrote about our
appointment and our

challenges as the new co-directors. Well, the ehgh of
managing this wonderful institution is gratifying-rehwe
love it. But the realities of the financial chalggs have
set in all too soon. At the May meeting our Boaird o

Directors voted, in this 180year of
Waseca County history, to proceed
with the Waseca County’s

150" Birthday Gift Campaign to
raise $150,000!

Look Forward to Our Past!

The WCHS is an evolving and
growing institution. The early years
beginning in 1938 focused on the
collection of artifacts. The middle
years of the 1950s/1960s focused d
events and pageants, celebrating

state county and city centennials.

Waseca County was created by an
act of the Minnesota Legislative
Assembly on February 27, 1857 by
Minnesota Territorial Governor W.
A. Gorman. The first

appointed County Commissioners
were John M. Bliven, Henry W.
Peck, and Col. John C. Ide who
served as Chairman. Nathaniel
Garland was appointed Sheriff, ang
Tarrant Putnam was appointed
Register of Deeds. These first
county officials met on March 16,

N 1857 in Wilton to serve until the

first election could be held.

The 1970s/1980s developed the genealogy resoanes,

exhibition capability we are already well knowm.fm
the 1990s to the present, the Bailey-Lewer House Re

search Center & Library were created and world-wide
accessibility was made possible through the Inteand
our own searchable website! Now in Waseca County’s

150" birthday year, our goal is to raise $150,000.

1. To build anaintenance furd to replace our
furnaces (and other future major facility dee

2. To build aechnology fundto maintain the
quality and growth of our website and the hard
ware and software updates necessary;

3. To update our collectiogxhibition and storage

systems;

4. Tobuild our endowment fundsto sustain ongo-
ing operations in times of budget shortfalls.
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Look forward to our past!

Very simply we need to

meet all these needs in order
to keep the Waseca County
Museum & Research Center

moving forward. Maintaining our county’s history,
maintaining the accessibility of the collectiondan
providing exhibitions and programs that entertaid a
educate are our goals!

You will be hearing from us. Members will

be receiving the 130Birthday Gift

Campaign information in the mail very soon.
Please consider contributing to the campaign
and supporting WCHS in this special effort!

You'll be seeing more of us, too!

WCHS will participate in area events and
parades. Look for us—atnesville’'s Hay
Dazeparade-June 1New Richland’s Farm

& City Days parade-July AWaseca County
Fair-July 18-22, and th8outhern Research
& Outreach Center’'s Open House
September 13. And there’s even some talk
about another mystery night gala. Thanks to

all our members for your continued encouragemedt an
support! —Joan Mooney & Sheila Morris, co-directors
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Museum Hours:
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Bailey-Lewer Research Center Hours:
Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.-12 & 1-5 p.m.
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We're online: www.historical.waseca.mn.us

GOT USED BOOKS?

The Waseca County Fair will be held July 18-22. Boeiety
will be holding itsAnnual Used Book Sale at Hodgson Hall
so we need more boaklsook through your collections, and
bring to the museum any weekday, 8 a.m.-5 p.nolf lyave
several boxes or bags, call us (835-7700) and weskt you at
Hodgson Hall. We want recipe books, novels, refeedmoks,
romance, kids’ books, paperback and hardcover hatks
However, we will not accept old encyclopedias.dfiydon’t
have books to donate—come, browse and buy durigpin

JUNE-JULY 30
Museum Exhibit:
Waseca County Townships: The History of Wilton

JUNE 7-9
KrugerAid Fest fundraiser, Waseca County Fairgreund
For more details visit: www.krugeraid.com

JUNE 17 Fathers Day
Janesville’'s Hay Daze Parade

JUNE 20
WCHS fundraiser at the Waseca Pizza Ranch, 5-8 p.m.

JUNE 30
Annual Chautauqua at Historic Maplewood Park
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

JULY 4
Lakefest at Clear Lake Park

JULY 7
New Richland’s Farm/City Days & Parade

JULY 18-22

Waseca County Free Fair: Waseca County HistoHoalety
at Hodgson Hall—Browse through our Used Book Sale,
Root Beer & Popcorn, and Clear Lake history exhibit

AUGUST 1-30
Stitchers-in-Time Quilt Guild Show

AUGUST 5

Quilt Show Opening during the Garden Club Tour

1-5 p.m., lemonade & maps available on the growfdise
Bailey-Lewer House at 4th St. & 2nd Ave. N.E., FR&Ent!

SEPTEMBER 13
Southern Research and Outreach Center (SROC) OpeseH

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We need volunteers for special projects. How could

you be involvedZheck out this list:
1. Actors or re-enactors for Chautauqua.
2. Help at Chautauqua set-up (Friday before) ake-tiwn
(Sunday & Monday).
3. Paint exhibit cases in September
they need a fresh coat.
4. Set-up and sort books for the Use(
Book Sale, July 1-16, for the Wa-
seca County Fair.
File Paper Artifacts files.
6. Garden, weed, water Bailey-Lewer

House gardens

o
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FromWaseca County Landowners of Record-1879
By Donna Fostveit

ilton Township has the distinction

of being the first township settled
in Waseca County in August 1854 by Asa
G. Sutlief and family—on Section 35. The
LeSueur River runs through this township
along the east edge. Silver Lake lies in the
western portion.

A precinct election was held at Scott’s
residence in the fall of 1855. The first
township meeting was held in 1858 at the
home of Joseph Doty with officers elected as foloW.W.
Robinson, John Brand, A.J. Woodbury, Tarrant Putriam
Curtis, J.B. Jackson, P.C. Bailey, A. Miller, aretét Van-
Dyke.

Settlers who came in 185
were James E. Child and his
brother, S. P. Child, a man by
the name of Plummer, Christ(
pher Scott with his father and!” 8
brother Andrew and Charles I
Scott, and David J. and John|
Jenkins.

In 1856 came William
Young, Ambrose Kellogg (a
doctor who never practiced
here), William (Nucky) Wells,
Benjamin F. Weed, Silas O.
Kellogg, E.A. Rice, Isaac
Hamilton, Jesse |. Stewart,
Jacob Brubaker and son G.E.

Brubaker, Tarrant Putnam, H.P. Norton, Nathaniel&bal,
Col. John C. Ide, Michael O'Brien, Nathan Duane &ak ho-
mas L. Paige, Abraham Jaque, Patrick Kenehan, Niv&loIn,
and Alexander Henderson.

The settlers of 1857 were George H. Woodbury, Georg
Barclay, David Weaver, Robert Gibson, Frank Hadiygene
A. Smith, Edwin E. Verplank, M.F. Conner, Williamuvphy,
and C.O. Norton.

Other early settlers include B.A. Lowell Sr., Thana
Barden, Patrick Madden, and Thomas Bowers.

The first marriage in the township was in April B3&f
James E. Child and Justina Krassin. Mr. and Mrsmier had
the first child born in July 1855. The first deaths that of a
child of the William Wells family in the summer &856. Col.
John C. Ide built the first sawmill. Reverend HicadVethodist
clergyman, held the first religious service at ioene of Caleb
Northrup in Section 36 in 1856. The first schoolb®wvas
erected in 1858 by E.B. Stearns in the “Carmod\Brisbane”

district, and then moved by ox team over the bilhhother site.

Miss Angeline Krider was the teacher. The firsth@dt
Church in Wilton was built in 1881 in the southwestner of
Section 31.

The village of Wilton was surveyed and laid outhe au-
tumn of 1855 by six men of Owatonna and Wilton. Blegons
and subsequent reputations of these men determeztdistion
of buildings in the village for a year. The oppmsitto the per-
sons having
control of the
village was
adjusted in the
fall of 1856 by
the establish-
ment of a saw-

mill owned by

John C. Ide

and A.B. Cor-

nell. Even

through the

winter, the

stores, hotels

and other

buildings appeared and by spring Wilton was a géla

During the first part of 1857, Wilton village in@sed by
leaps and bounds with the coming of settlers Buelsi Alva
B. Hough, A. T. Peck, Micajah C. Wright, Owen C. fs,
W.B. Burbank, L. Curtiss, Lorenzo P. Stowell, AlRaWalter,
Smith Lapham, Newell Morse, A.B. Wattles, R.F. Lamt
Byron F. Clarke, H.P. West, Asa Wait, George W. kiVest,
and others. A.J. Woodbury put up a hotel calleo\/ﬂmhlngton
in 1856-57. About the same
time E.A. Rice built the Globe
Hotel. First businessmen in
Wilton village were Thomas L
Paige, Nathan Duane Baker,
Mr. McLauren, John C.
Hunter, Isaac Hamlin, A.E.
Smith, N.E. Strong, J.D. An-
drews, P.C. Bailey, J.H.
Wightman, George Watkins,
J.W. Johnson, J.W. Clapp, H.P.
Norton, and A.T. Peck.
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By 1887 not one store was $ ‘o (°)$

left—deterioration of this vil- g "k
lage beginning in 1870 when
the count seat was moved to Waseca.

Waseca County Townships

Continuing in a series of Waseca County Townshgpolny,
we now focus on Wilton Township. We will keep muwth
the St. Mary exhibit intact, while adding the Wiitd own-
ship history. We will display what we have from tio@n-
ships. We can exhibit only what has been donatdoamed
to us. So, if you have pertinent artifacts, patéddy photo-
graphs, consider lending items for the exhibitsptages to
scan for display. We also and always will want figrsto-
ries and memories to be included in the narratives.
—Sheila Morris




The featured performers this year aretloeise of Mercy
Band from Minneapolis, and th&ack Brass Band—
The House of Mercyis actually a church is St. Paul that

It's our fifth annual Chautauqua at
Maplewood Park! Come and join

rovides programming for the arts, as well as agpta

us on Saturday’ June 30’ 10 a.m. t(gerform and record. Artists such as Charlie LouRalph

4:30 p.m.

Here’s what's planned for the day—The
tent goes up the day before, the first tram
ride goes up the hill at 9:30 a.m. so the
Old-time Gospel Servicecan start at 10
a.m. with Pastor Roger Haug leading the
Revival.

Al Batt will be on hand to talk about the

beautiful natural setting of Maplewood Park. H&skhd
groups through the pathways and you’ll come toaeoti
sights and sounds you

never have before.

Ed Williams is back
asJohnny Appleseed
In addition he will
lead children and
families in a
Chautauqua
Children’s Theater
event.

TheSacred Harp Singerswill perform and conduct a
workshop in the Maplewood Pavilion.

All through the day, th&ids’ Art Tent will have lots of
different creative activities. All materials ared;, and fun
to do!

Stanley and Michel

Shocked are some of

the many who have

been featured at

House of Mercy.

They also host a

Grand Old Opry style

show at the Turf Club

on University Avenue

in St. Paul. We welcome the collaboration
of talented musicians selected for Chautauqua 2007.

The Jack Brass Bands the only New Orleans style
brass band in Minneapolis. We get a chance to e
the music as well as the energy unigue to New @slea
This band will rock the tent as our Grand FinaleGbau-
tauqua 2007! We guarantee this band will leavegmou
your feet!

Old-fashioned treats of root beer, popcorn anddbogs
will be available and reasonably priced, or briogiy
own picnic and enjoy

the cool shade of Ma-

plewood Park as they

did over 100 years ago.

All this for the same

admission charge back

then, “just 5, children

and servants FREE!"






We were very pleased with the

attendance and enthusiasm for our

slate of speakers for the 2007

Spring Luncheon Lecture series.

Chef Angie Pappasstarted us off

on March 22 with her demonstra-

tion of “The Art of Garde

Mange.” Dressed in the appropriate garb of a Cordon

Bleu College of Culinary Arts graduate, she aryfull

carved a watermelon basket. Her humor and skill was

educational as well as entertaining!
On April 26 we had a full house to hdamn

Steinertalk about “Landscaping

with Native Plants of Minnesota.”

She presented wonderful visuals of

the plants she advocated using in

our spring plantings. Extremely

knowledgeable, she presented a

great deal of information to our area

amateur and professional gardeners.

Her book is still available at the

Museum Gift Shop.

Then on May 17 our old friend,

Doug Ohman,returned to talk to us about “Cabins of
Minnesota”. Published many
times by the Minnesota
Historical Society Press, Doug
brought his book for sale and
signing. His images are truly
beautiful, helping the historic
preservation movement every
where he travels and captures
more and more photographs.

That'’s it for the Spring Luncheon Lecture Serige
would like to thank th@rairie Lakes Regional Arts
Council, Rick and Renae Roberts ©tit-to-Lunch for
providing great food; and to all of you who attetide
members and non-members—we’ll see you next year!
This series was made possible by a grant from Reair
Lakes Regional Arts Council with funds appropriatdxy
the Minnesota State Legislature.

Pizza RancE
[

FUNDRAIS
WED-JUNE 20

5:00-8:00 p.m.

To benefit the




Thanks for being amnember
of the familyof WCHS!

You know us-we maintain and preserve our rich Waseca
County history and bring it alive to educate. Adsios to
the museum’s exhibits and many programs are R,
but access to the research pages of our websitéesq
membershipUpgrade or renew your membership now!

You can renew ONLINE!

Visit:  www.historical.waseca.mn.us

You must have an email address to apply online.

Also consider helping WCHS build its Endowment Fund
by contributing at the $1,000 Benefactors Membershi
level. It is 100% tax-deductible, and will go irttee

WCHS Endowment Fund—interest only, goes toward
WCHS operations.

Oral History Project gets revitalized

With the encouragement felt during the Smithsoriéay
Ingredients” exhibit and talking with so many Birege
former employees, we wanted to get back to recgrdin
oral histories. Our predecessors collected manynaost
have been transcribed. At the end of last yeareweived
a $100 donation to help us purchase a new digital r
corder. With this new capability we are able tosthe
recordings directly on our server. Our new volunfee
this program is Loryn Zimmerman, a high school stud
and granddaughter of Jim Zimmerman.

Stitchers-in-Time Quilt Guild Show

and Waseca Garden Tour

In August the WCHS hosts the Stitchers-in-Time Quil
Guild with an exhibit of their most recent quilBeside
all their individual projects, the guild has bearywbusy
this year with two special group projects—a quolt the
Kruger Aid Live Auction and lap quilts for Waseca
County’s foster children. The exhibit opening ibed-
uled for Sunday, August 5, 1-5 p.m. during YNlaseca
Garden Club Tour, of which our own Bailey-Lewer
House gardens will be the host sitd emonade, cookies
and maps will be available, 1-5 p.ithe Quilt Show will
be on exhibit in the museum through August.

WCH-YSL Volunteers Bayli Nelson & Josh Conrath
Esther Eustice,Loryn Zimmerman, Karen Lechner,
Jan Hunter, Sharon Allen, Dan Swenson and

Don Wynnemer.

Waseca Monday Study Club
toward the Waseca County Timeline project

Exxon Mobil Corporation
For in-kind service of Don Wynnemer

McRaith Funeral Homes
Gwen Buscho, Liz Corchran, Ron and Pat Purcell,

Jean Welna

Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council
$500 grant for Spring Luncheon Series and Chau&a@q07

NorAm/Minnegasco
For Chautauqua
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