
 beautiful. 

We are in the process of trying to find someone that 
can help us get it restored and working. Then we 
are all going to dance with Ward in the auditorium 
of the museum. Thank you Ward. Also THANK 
YOU to Kevin Clemons for helping the Sentence to 
Serve guys in moving the piano to the museum. We 
all know that it would have never gotten here 
without 
Kevin's 
muscle and 
direction. 
There is not 
enough that 
can be said 
about the 
volunteers 
that come 

forward and 
help us. 
THANK 
YOU!  
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I need to start this column by telling the 
membership that I have retired as of June of 2007. 
I am not going away mad. In fact I am retiring 
caring about the museum as much as the first day I 
started working here. It is time for me to move on 
and go play with my grandchildren. When I had 
one granddaughter I didn't have enough time with 
her. My husband  and I figure that by the time they 
are 10 they won't have much time for their 
grandparents so we have to make hay while the sun 
shines. I do want to thank each and every one of 
you for making my job here so very enjoyable. 
Heaven only knows it wasn't the wages or the 
benefits that kept me here. In fact employees here 
do not even get Social Security. It is the people and 
the mission of this society that keeps my entire 
staff working for the society. 

I want to thank Dorothy Moriarty for all the 
monetary support to the museum. She honors her 
aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Goodspeed. 
Dorothy has set up a foundation to support the 
museum in the Goodspeeds’ name. Dorothy set up 
the foundation and has contributed to it generously. 

The Corcoran Co. custom made flag holders for the 
front of the museum. Thank you as well.  

I want to thank Ward Wendt for giving the 
museum the wonderful square grand piano. It is 



 

Thanks to the following volunteers who 
helped with Chautauqua 2006! 
The Chautauqua Committee: Cathy Dey, Jim Tippy, 
Grace Galvin, Pat Abbe, Marlene Rietfort, Diane 
Forsythe and Jack Williams. 
 
Pastor Ron Brey, Pastor Roger Haug, Mayor Roy 
Srp, Carroll and Grace Galvin, Pat and Boyd Abbe, 
Grace and St.John Lutheran Youth Group, Harlan 
Holmquist, Millie Neidt, Don Wynnemer, George 
Kastelle, Keith Smith, Jim Tippy, Fran and Don 
Zwach, Jean and Ole Lundquist, Rod and Ruth 
Searle, Marita Wadd, Brenda and Greg Moyer,  
Esther Eustice, Pauline and Freia Fenelon, Mert 
Schwarz, Dennis Kuefner, Irene Jeddeloh, Barb 
Gauger, Donna Fostveit, Mark Barens, Trudy 
Remund, Carol Wobschall, Sheri Dardis, Karen 
Felske, Jim Dey, Tony Bauleke, Al Miller, Waseca 
Chorale, Ruth Kozan, John Zimprich, Rick Morris. 

History Notes is a publication of the Waseca County  
Historical Society ©2006 , P. O. Box 314,  
Waseca, MN 56093, (507) 835-7700 
 
Check out our searchable website: 

www.historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
You must now be a member in order to view search results, 
including photographs. You can join online using your credit 
card by clicking on “Membership” and entering prompted 
information. 
 
WCHS Board of Directors: 
Don Wynnemer, President 
Dennis Kuefner, Vice-President 
Rod Searle, Secretary 
Dan Swenson, Treasurer 
 
Henry Lewer 
Rev. Charles Espe 
Jean Lundquist 
Jim King 
Gwen Buschow 
Don Zwach 
Jim Tippy 
Jerry Rutledge 
Al Ruhland, County Commissioner 
Al Rose, City Council 
 
Staff: 
Margaret Sinn, Director 
director@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Joan Mooney, Programs 
program@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Sheila Morris, Photo Archives 
photo@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Pauline Fenelon, Artifacts/Library 
collection@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Vanessa Zimprich, Artifacts 
artifact@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Teri Pribble, Bookkeeping 
 
Museum Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Bailey-Lewer Research Center Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.-12 & 1-5 p.m. 
or by appointment 
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The 2006 Chautauqua was sponsored by the 
Waseca County Historical Society 

With donations from Associated Lumber, Culligan 
Water,Tesch Automotive, Charlies Hardware,  

Farmamerica and Waseca Music.  
This program is made possible by grants provided 
by Nor-Am Minnegasco and by the Prairie Lakes  

Regional Arts Council  with funds appropriated by 
the Minnesota State Legislature. 

Joan Mooney, WCHS 
Program Coordinator and 
Chautauqua Chair 
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Al Batt in the Lecturer’s Tent 

The crowd for the Gospel singers. 

Polly Fry speaks about the making of 
“Minnesota, A History of the Land.” 

The Kids’ Art Tent 

Riding the tram 

Mike Burghoff, 
the Bible 
Salesman 

Barb Gauger, 
watercolorist 

Out-To-Lunch  
provided the food. 

Al Miller, fiddled; Dr. Carroll 
Galvin, doctored; and Dennis 
Kuefner played W. G. Ward. 

Peter Ostroushko, and accompaniest, Arkan,  
played in the Chautauqua summer afternoon! 

Chautauqua visitors learn about  
Maplewood  
history. 

Scott Roemhildt, as 
Rhinehart Miller, a 
Waseca pioneer 



 

 

 

TOWN  
BALL  
The 
Glory Days of Minnesota Amateur Baseball 

                                      by Armand Peterson and Tom Tomashek 

Relive the golden era of Minnesota’s town team baseball from 1945 to 1960. 

Fondly remembered and celebrated throughout Minnesota, old-fashioned town team baseball was the glue that held a 
community  together and generated a great sense of pride and passion among its residents. A love of baseball—and, 
of course, the desire to whomp the neighboring town’s team—spurred on players and fans alike. The game was 
intense and personal, connecting people from all walks of life at  every hard-fought game. 

Featuring individual stories of success and defeat, hundreds of photographs, and 
scores and statistics, Armand Peterson and Tom Tomashek chronicle the unfolding 
of a fascinating period of Minnesota baseball history—a span of sixteen years 
beginning in 1945 and the euphoric postwar days to 1960, the year before the 
Washington Senators became the Minnesota Twins. During this time Minnesota 
experienced a magical era of amateur ball, setting records in town participation and 
attendance that have not been matched since. 

Along with the anecdotes, Town Ball offers an in-depth study of the era and 
examines the social and economic factors that contributed to the postwar boom and 
subsequent decline. It tells the stories of some of the more successful teams, such as 
Albert Lea, with five consecutive Class AA championships, and Warroad, a team with ten consecutive appearances—
but no trophies—in the state tournament. And it includes profiles of many of the top players in Minnesota, famous 
locals like Dick Siebert, Paul Giel, and Bud Grant as well as the major-league talents of Bill Skowron, Herb Score, 
and Hilton Smith.  

Here nostalgic baseball enthusiasts and history buffs alike will revel in the wide-ranging stories and compelling 
portraits of the players and fans—the people who made Minnesota town ball truly great.  

Armand Peterson is a retired engineer and a former town team player. 

Tom Tomashek is a retired sportswriter for the Wilmington News Journal and a former town team player. 
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PRAISE FOR TOWN BALL 
“Town team ball was a big 
playground in the 1940’s and 
50’s. I made more money playing 
baseball for town teams than I did 
playing basketball for the Lakers-
and we won NBA title. It was an 
amazing era-one that we will 
never experience again.”— Bud 
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Key Ingredients is part of Museum on Main Street, a  
collaboration between the Smithsonian Institution and the 
federation of State Humanities Councils. Support for 
Museum on Main Street has been provided by the United 
States Congress, the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation, and the Hearst Foundation. 
 
Key Ingredients’ Minnesota tour is sponsored by the  
Minnesota Humanities Commission with support from the 
Patrick and Aimee Butler Family Foundation, the Land 
O’Lakes Foundation, and  Great River Energy. For more 
information, visit www.minnesotahumanities.org 
 

Entrepreneurs (L-R) Guy Samuels, Kris Ziegler, Dayton Draheim, 
Roxanne Mittelstaedt, Kordell Ziegler, Mike Priebe, Mark Cordova, 
Randy “Yogi” Wobschall. 

Joe Powell (right) Joe Zimmerman in the kitchen of the Powell 
House Restaurant, now the Old Town Eatery. 
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The Janesville Cemetery Walk was presented 
during the Janesville Sesquicentennial 
Celebration, Saturday, June 17. 

WCHS Board member, Jean Lundquist 
chaired the event; and volunteers reenacted 
various past residents in Janesville’s early history. 
Shown below, from top to bottom of page: Ivan 
Maas was F. D. Seaman; The Methodist Church 
Singers; Jeff Huelsnitz as John Henry, Argus 
Editor; Pauline Fenelon as Stella Taylor; Gary 
von Holtum, as the wandering homeless man; 
George Tuvey, as D. J. Dodge. 

It was a beautiful summer day with lofty 
breezes. The FREE event was attended by over 
150 people.  

Waseca County gains its 10th  
National Historic Site  

�� he New Richland Odd Fellows Building has 
been formally added to the National Register of 
Historic Places. We would like to congratulate 

the City of New Richland and the New Richland  
Historical Society and Preservation Committee on its 
determination in seeing the project to its successful 
conclusion. We would also like to recognize Barb 
Wildegrube and Rodney Hatle for their research, and 
Teri Pribble, Waseca County Historical Society staff, 
for writing the State Grants in Aid and for her  
presentation to Susan Roth, the National Register  
Historian that began this process. The New Richland 
Odd Fellows Building is the only one of its kind on 
the Register in the state of Minnesota. 

The Odd Fellows Building was constructed c.1880 
and used as their meeting hall until the 1970s. 
Ownership then reverted to the main IOOF lodge in 
St. Paul, who sold it to a private party. It passed 
through three more owners until the city of New  
Richland claimed it in 2002. Although not grand  
architecturally, it is rich with New Richland history. It 
served not only as a meeting hall for its fraternal  
order, but was extensively used by the community. 
Many a dance and wedding reception was held  
upstairs. 

The building is slated for reuse as the public 
library and meeting rooms. The current library, owned 
by the city and partners with the Waseca-LeSueur 
Regional Library, has outgrown its space. New 
Richland officials plan to sell that building, then move 
the library into the renovated Odd Fellows Building. 
Funds from the sale of the old library building will be 
put into a fund to maintain operations. The old 
meeting rooms will again generate income as rental 
spaces, and that money will be added to the fund. The 
building exhibit will also house the NRHS collection 
and exhibit a fully documented and permanent display 
of Odd Fellow and Rebekah regalia and archives. This 
includes photographs, various documents and 
costumes. The display will be on the main level and 
open to the public.   

The New Richland Odd 
Fellows was formed as the 
Strangers Refuge Lodge No. 
74 of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows on January 4, 
1880.                                                                                                                           
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Join the family of members  
who support the Waseca County Historical Society! 

 
You know us—we maintain and preserve our rich Waseca County history and bring it alive to educate. Admission to 
the museum’s exhibits and many programs are still FREE, but access to the research pages of our website requires 
membership. Choose from a variety of membership levels. We are also trying to build our Endowment Fund, please 
consider our WCHS $1,000 Benefactors Membership, which is 100% tax-deductible, and will go into the WCHS 
Endowment Fund—interest only goes toward WCHS operations. Join, upgrade or renew your membership now! 
You can join or renew ONLINE! Visit our website:    www.historical.waseca.mn.us 
You must have an email address to apply online. 

 
All WCHS members receive these benefits: 
-Quarterly newsletter, History Notes 
-FREE access to Research Center—Non-members pay $5 per day. 
-FREE access to search website collections 
-FREE exhibits, education and cultural programs 
-10% Museum Gift Shop discount 
-Being an advocate of Waseca County history! 

INDIVIDUAL  $20 (one year) or $35 (two years) 
FAMILY  $30 (one year) or $55 (two years) 
BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION  $200, Include FREE 
copy of James Child’s History of Waseca County 
BENEFACTOR $1,000 (lifetime) Includes FREE copy of 
James Child’s History of Waseca County, increased 25%  
Museum Gift Shop discount, 100% tax-deductible. 1880.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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Thanks! 
To Pat Mortensen for donating a table and chairs for 
the Bailey House kitchen. The Waseca County Fair 
Book Sale was very well  supported by fair visitors. 
Volunteers Gwen Buscho and Esther Eustice spend 
many hot afternoons sorting books and cleaning 
shelves. Thank you to Gwen and Esther and the 
following volunteers who staffed the building during 
the fair; Dan Swenson, Don Wynnemer, Jim King, 
Pastor Charles Espe, Don Zwach, Janet Roeglin, 
Jody Johnson, Gwen Buscho, Esther Eustice, Jim 
and Moira Tippy, Rod and Ruth Searle, Henry 
Lewer and  Donna Fostveit. Sales from popcorn, 
books, pop and giftshop items totaled $2000 for the 
Society. Thanks also to those who donated books.  
Huge thanks to Jerry and Jared Boumeester and crew 
for saving the front of our building! They replaced the 
front steps, at the same time shoring up the old 
limestone steps connected to the building, doing a 
beautiful job! 
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