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We always know when amaze me what the editors of the newspaper find to
fall has arrived. Eall is report on_.Unt!I th_e 1900’s the newspapers charged
here when school is back 0 Put obituaries in the newspapers. Therefore they
in session and we have really aren't the_re unless a family had money tp pa
no where to park. Not the fee. Obituaries are far and few b'etween. After
only do we have no abpu_t 1910 the families t_)ega_n to write ther_n foe fre
where to park; neither do Th]s is yvhen the long obltgar|e§ begin. Until then
any of our patrons. It is a obituaries about peoples lives just aren’t therte bu

there are wonderful articles about trains hitting

total mess. | never remember how bad it is until o
the teacher invasion begins. When | come to work “OWs- f\s for a death,_ it is reported on PAGE 6 and
states “John Jones died last Tuesday.

| always see parking places on EIm Ave in their
parking lot but | never find one in front of or on
the side of the building that | work in. Maybe |
should come to work earlier and park in their
parking lot west of the school. Or better still |
should go over there and block off a parking place
for all the museum personnel in their lot. It used
to be that we could call the school and ask that
they leave us some room in front of our buildings.
Now we call there and we are told that they really
can't tell their teachers where they can and can
not park. | wonder where Mr. Schmidt’s parking
place is, | am sure there has to be room in it for
my car or better still one of his teachers could
park in his and leave room for me in mine.

Thank all of you for a wonderful successful program
spring and summer. We enjoy trying to come up
with interesting things for you and still teachitds
history. We hope that next year will even be kigg
and better. | ask that you check the right hand
corner of you mailing label. There you will finklet
due date for your dues. Please pay your dues when
they are due. We really do appreciate it. | alant

to thank all of you that have joined us via the
Internet. Welcome to the society. We try and add
information weekly. | hope you have noticed the
birth indexes are going on. Some church recorels ar
going on also. The big cemetery project should be
going on in the next year. This are photos of
tombstones and quite a few obituaries. Again,khan
you for helping support the site and allowing us to
add more information. We appreciate it.

| was looking in the Janesville Argus this morning
and ran across this article. | somehow always
find myself lost in the newspapers. | go into them
to look up something very simple and find myself
still looking a half-hour later. This was my find
this morning. PAGE 1 — Column 2 - Janesville
Argus - 22 June 1880 —“A train picked up a cow
for the all one day last week and tried to throw he
over the moon. Threw her 30 feet and well up in
the air, yet she came down unhurt. She was
somewhat surprised though”. It never ceases to

Watch for our cemetery walk fundraiser. | think
you will find it has a few twists, turns and sugas.
Join us, have fun and support the society.



aseca County Historical Society is

in the process of re-inventorying its
entire collection. Unfortunately, not all artifacts
can be kept. Due to the fiscal responsibility of
maintaining such a vast collection we have had to
make some hard decisions. We plan on keeping
items that meets the Society’s criteria as being

historically relevant to Waseca County history and

in proper condition. By doing so we still had to
come to the conclusion that off site storage will
still be needed. Therefore, Hodgson Hall will
become storage space for part of our collection.
This is a large process that involves making a
section of the building climatically controlled for
proper preservation of artifacts. Our Director
Margaret Sinn will be writing grants and procuring
funds for this

endeavor. We do want to make clear that even
though we are downsizing our collection we still
will continue to accept articles that are importiant

preserving the history of our county.We appreciate

your continued support and will be giving updated
accounts of this project as we continue into the
future.

Deaccessioning.What does it mean?
When the collection becomes larger than what
can be properly stored a “sorting process” must
take place. There are certain criteria that each
artifact must meet to be kept in collection.

These are as follows:

The artifact must be significant to Waseca
County.

The artifact must be of historical value.

The artifact must deemed to be in proper
shape to be maintained in collection and not

a duplicate or an incomplete set.

When an artifact does not meet these specifications
it will either be deaccessioned or declined. When
this happens the artifact goes thriugh the
Deaccession Committee and is either returned to
the donor or offered to another museum or school
for display. If the condition of the artifact is @oit

is destroyed.

Items to be deaccessiondd

Hoe blade-no history

Broken chain-no history

Broken violin-no history

Pot for
training
chair-
One is
plenty.

Old batterry-hazardous



IDBITS

from our members

Every so often we get
interesting information or inquiries
regarding certain people or topics.

In response to our request for
information on Maplewood Park and the buildings
that once stood, we received this wonderful
photograph from William Everett, great-grandson
of William Everett, of the tabernacle or auditorium
in Maplewood Park. We are still wondering where
the exact location was, how long it stood etc.

Another interesting bit of information

comes from Patty Masberg regarding a farm once

owned by “Barnum Universal Exposition
Company”. The farm was thought to be located in

Vivian Township. A farmer was digging around his

barn when he unearthed a very large bone.
Thinking it could be from a dinosaur he kept
digging and found more large bones. Eventually
the bones were identified as elephant bones. The

farmer found out the property was once owned by

PT Barnum and the farmyard was used as burial

grounds for the elephants and other exotic animals

The family who owned the property around that
time was Karl Beyer. If anyone has information to
share we
would appreciate hearing from you.

Another circus was launched in 1893 in
New Richland by the name of “The Blakeslee &
Sterns World’s Fair and Wild West Show”. Frank
Blakeslee and George Sterns, residents of New
Richland, hatched a plan to create a gigantic
railroad show. For two years they employed local
residents as seamstresses for making costumes,

carpenters for building seats; but only two women
were hired for the acts. Most of the talent was
recruited from out of state and transported by rail
to New Richland. New Richlands residents Morris
Holbrook, John Christenson, Henry Johnson and
two of the Nitschke boys were employed by the
show. The production was designed to travel by
rail. A contract was secured with the M. and St.L
Railroad for three 60’ flat cars, three 50’ stock
cars, one baggage car and two sleeping cars.

The first performance was held on May 17, 1894.
The afternoon show had an attendance of more
than 1500. The evening performance with about
600 in attendance was canceled because of rain.
In the June 14th, 1894 edition of the New Richland
Star, less than one month after opening , the show
announced “failure due to lack of capital and
inexperience”.

MAPLEWOOD
PARK
SURVEY
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Maplewood Park Survey Results

Do you visit Maplewood
Park?

Doyou residein thearea ?
Areyou familiar with the
park history ?

Do you know thispark isa
remnant of the “Big Woods”
of which lessthan 10%
remain?

Do You know this park
contains hundreds of plant

228 Yes 123 No

274 Yes 76 No

221 Yes 129 No

187 Yes 165 No

) 228 Yes 89 No
species?
I'spreserving this Big
WOOdS eco_wstem 308 YeS 7 NO
important?
Would you liketo seethis
park become 304 Yes 20 No

an environmental learning
and interpretive center ?
A primitive municipal
campground?

Sold or leased for private
development?

154Yes 185No

10 Yes 329 No

Additional Comments:
Regarding development ; No way.. Absolutely not..
How about develop as a tourist destination; rebuild
some Victorian cabins etc. make our own little
“tourist trap.”..Depends on what their plan is..Leave
asis..Look at records-agreement not to be devel oped-
EVER!..No No No No NO... Please! SAVE this
Gem..BAD no development..return to
hotel,campground complex...Never.. and ..Hmmm.
Regarding primitive camping: ..tents only..not
sure..In 1943 we had our 4H camping
here..and ..with control.

Since the survey was conducted , word from the
City Attorney Michael Kennedy is commercial
development on the Park property would be

extremely difficult.
Thanks to everyone who filled out the survey
and attended Chautauqua 2005.

Special Thanks to Chautaugua Committee
members, Marlene Rietfort, Jim Tippy, Jack
Williams and Diane Forsythefor all their hours
spent planning and preparing for the event.
Additional thanks to the following volunteers and
businesses:

Culligan - free water and coolergyaseca HyVee
- buns FarmAmerica and Tesch’s Automotive
Servicegenerously moved the thee House to
and from Maplewood Parlkf-armAmerica
provided the tram and awning for the Craft Tent
Waseca Senior Center provided the popcorn
machine Boyd Abbe pulled the tram up and down
the hill all day long!Associated Lumberprovided
lumber and block for the stag&/aseca Music
provided the piano and orgadvarita Wadd,

Mick Barens and Jerome Broughtenmoved the
equipment fromWaseca Music,John Pribble
grilled the hotdogs for us with donated weiners
from Schweigert Meats Rod and Ruth Searle,
Marita Wadd, Paul Krause, Mert and Elaine
Swartz sold food and beveragdsreia Fenelon
helped set-up and worked the food stebeb and
Kevin Selvighauled tables to MaplewooBave
Schlauderaff, Nathan Weber, and Duane
Rathmann hauled benches down to Clear lake
Park,Tammy Jones and daughter$elped Diane
with the crafts as well aBat Abbe, Diane's
daughter andfriends.

600+ visitors came through the gates. Thank
you for attending and for all the help.

7\ The Waseca County Fairbegan on
rﬁ Wednesday July 20th and ended on
T nf’ 1 Sunday July 24th. We held a used
m—=—w—w book sale during the fair to raise
money for WCHS in Hodgson Hall.
Many people donated books and other items for the
sale.
Thank you!
Staffing Hodgson Hall for us werdanet Roeglin,
Pastor Charles Espe, Bev Wildegrube, Barb
Wildgrube, Marlene Rietfort, Jim King, Barb
Noble, Dan Swenson, Jody and Chenea
Johnson, Rod Searle, Jean Lundquist, Diane
Forsythe, Don Wynnemer, Paul Krause, Don
Zwach and Larry Sinn. Thanks to lela Jones
and the Senior Center for use of the popcorn
machine.



The Stitchers in Timequilting club had their AA\ Aw A'N AA‘ AA‘
wonderful quilts on display through the month of

August 2005. The show opened Sunday \ FaII Fund Ralsm .1
August 7in conjunction with th&Vaseca “ A
Garden Tour, hosted at the Bailey House by
WCHS and theWaseca Garden Club 7N
Three hundred and forty eight people visited our \A/
gardens this year. On display for the day were the
whimsical wire sculptures made by Waseca artist A N
Gail Christianson of ‘Flying Teapots’. Garden
Club volunteers were at the Bailey House serving
cookies and lemonade during the walk.
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Friday, October 28, 2005
Tickets: $15
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Special thanks to Millie Neidt, Mary Allen, To reserve, call 835-7700 for yourse
Mona Ripka, Dave Schlauderaff, Don 2/ Assigned Tour Start Time. Park andzrS
Wynnemer for hosting and all the members of W assemble at the East end of \xA

the garden club who baked cookies. 2. Woodville Cemetery on 5Sth Ave.
AN S.E., Waseca. Horse-drawn wago

XS/ will shuttle you from the parking are
A to the Cemetery Walk Starting Poi
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HE%S & Coming to WCHS in November
( ) '%
* %
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A very special show
- 9% ) will be exhibited
+ (. November through
. % December 2005 at the
/ * "% WCHS Museum. We are pleased to present the

work of Peg Mawby. Over the years Peg has
created hundreds of Kinter Klaus dolls. Each
one is unique and adorned with antique fabric
and trimmings. Peg is retiring from dollmaking
and will not be having her annual Kinter Klaus
Holiday Sale. We are asking area collectors to
loan us a doll for this special tribute show of the
many works of Peg Mawby. Please call the
museum if you have a doll to loan for the show.
We areopen 8 am. - 5 pm. Monday through
Friday. (507) 835-7700.




Norma Bonnie Baffoe African Crazy Quilt

Gail Christianson. Garden Sculpture

Kit Haag Double Bed Scrap Quilt

Milly Neidt Grandmother's Flower Garden

Eileen Arvesen All Boxed In



Our Corporate Sponsors

Nielsen Chrysler, Haefner Accounting,

Mediacom, EIm Homes, Brown Ink, McRaith
Funeral homes, Re/Max,

Total Entertainment Center, Charlies

Hardware, Kinder-Dennis Home For
Funerals, Roundbank of Waseca and Waldorf,
Eagles Waseca Aeries N0.3753 Pantheon
Computer Systems, Winegar Inc., Birds Eye
Foods, Brown Printing, First National Bank of
Waseca/ Northridge/Ellendale/Hope, Conners

Plumbing and Heating, Itron and
Express Care.

Thank you for your contributions to the
Waseca County Historical Society.
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Membership renewal date
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