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here are so many

things happening at
the society right now. We
have given the schoolhouse to
the County Sheriff's
Department for $1.00. They
will begin using it this year at
the Waseca County Fair. We

will be concentrating on Hodgson Hall.

There are many reasons for this decision, budgst cu
not being the least of them. It is very hard tdifusipkeep
on buildings you only use once a year for less thareek.
We are looking at the cost of dividing Hodgson Hiatlb
thirds. Two-thirds of the building will be open ftire fair.
The other third of the building will be encloseddave will
begin making it climate-controlled storage.

At the present time we are starting a major “wegdin
project at the museum. What does this mean? Tthsay
we have not talked about it for years would beumtt
have even talked about it in the newsletter befoteas
always been a dreaded subject. The WCHS boardaths h
many discussions about it. Our main focus must bsaba

County. Our first weeding process will be to remov
like items from the collection. For instance, waridseven
hand clothing washers. They were all lined up, awad
decided to maintain two for the collection. Theestfive
will be deaccessioneftom the collection, if we cannot find
the donor they will be sold for the bettermenthef society.

We havethree rope beds. One is on display, the other
two are stuck in storage. We really MUST star$ {iniocess
as we are out of room. The things that we maintalin
speak about our county, its history and its futistory. At
this time we have no room to collect for tomorrGiis
must turn around. When | came to the museum 16 a0
the estimated collection size was 30,000 items héxe
long passed that number in our cataloging prod¢dssw
that | am not taking a popular position in thisqess. |
truly am sorry about that. There is no one thatrhase of a
sense of history and family than me. If you havabfgms
with anything please let me know. Perhaps we catk wo
with you. | have been asked many times why weao n
have everything in our collection on display. Thisrgust
no way.

Renovation is happening again.
Next, we are completely renovating the balconyat t

museum. There will be new displays up there. Wenandking
toward creating a timeline for Waseca County. WeehHaund
that this is not an easy job, because we have omrent than
we have space. However, it has been years sincalisplays
have been considered, and this is the year we ¢tengen to
start this project in earnest. We are very, vewites about
this. Our main problem is that we don't have them to
showcase all we would like to show. The timelind start
with the era before the settlers-when we were eretlge of
the Big Woods; and then as far up to the presenteasan go.

We have some new volunteers.

The LDS sisters are with us two days a week. They a
with us for short periods of time as their assigntaehange.
They are a joy to work with. We also have Doug aiks.
Doug is in the eighth grade and here for severatia day.
He is entering the F’s of the birth index in outatmse.
Sharon Allen continues working on the cemeteriée I8s
also done untold work for the veterans’ office oititary
graves. Jean Lundquist has finished the JaneSdaetery
and is indexing newspapers. Linda Taylor is indg»and
Karen Lechner is starting up her cemetery motomadshat
would we do without them!!!! Also a great big “TiiaYou”
to Mr. Petersen of the Waterville Tree Servicedaving us at
the fairgrounds, helping us haul books to Hodgsah. He
warmed our hearts by telling us he was doing ioiar Nettie.
Happy Birthday Ole Girl!!

We’'re going to have a Book Sale at Hodgson Hall ding
the Waseca County Fair.

We need books!! So we are asking for donationsoaf y
used books. PLEASE--DONATE WHAT YOU CAN. If you
bring a written list with the number of hard coaed soft
cover books, we will gladly sign it for your taxdlection
purposes.

And lastly, the books many of you have been redqugst
Barns of Minnesotgoublished by the Minnesota Historical
Society, and photographed by Doug Ohman. We wileha
them on sale very shortly for $19.95. Doug was the
photographer who captured many Waseca barn imagesif
Barn Again exhibit last year.

—Margaret Sinn, Director




The story of Maplewood Park and what it used to
be has been told many times. More and more
people are learning the history of the park through
school programs and public presentations. Some
people like Lynn McNaughton discover the park on
their own.

As a horticulturist and a photographer, Lynn took

to the woods with camera in hand and documented
over 250 different species of plants growing on the
26 acre peninsula. When Lynn finished her Masters
Degree in Horticulture at the University of
Minnesota, she left with us all of the data she
collected over the period of one year. We now have
a thorough botanical inventory of Maplewood

Park. She calls Maplewood Park a “hidden
jewel”.The following information and photographs
are taken from her work.

Natural History
Maplewood Park is a remnant of the Big Woods
that used to cover over 3,000 square miles in

Central and SE Minnesota. Less than 10% remains.

According to MN DNR, less than 2% of what
remains is large enough to be considered
“woods”.

What is the Big Woods?
The Big Woods is a specific type of hardwood
forest located only in central and S.E. MN.The

Big Woods is characterized as mature or

climax woodlands consisting of hardwoods such
as sugar maple, linden, elm, and hickory.

The remaining Big Woods is bordered by water
or a natural barrier to fire, which prevented
prairie fires from destroying it over time. These

Big Woods remnants are home to an extensive
array of plants and animals, including the rare
and endangered Minnesota dwarf trout lily,
found only in Rice and Goodhue counties.

The Big Woodss made up of several layers.
The Canopy, the Understory and the Forest
Floor. Making up the Canopy are the largest
deciduous trees. The Understory consists of
smaller trees and shrubs that thrive under the



shaded canopy. The Forest Floor is host to ferns
wildflowers and groundcovers. The Canopy of
large mature trees create a microclimate for the
understory and forest floor plants. Dead/dying
trees are extremely important in the Big Woods
ecosystem providing food and homes for many
species. Maple, Basswood, Hickory, Hackberry,
Ash,Oak, Elm, Aspen and Black Cherry make up
the Maplewood canopy.

The Understory consists of shade tolerant species

like Pagoda Dogwood, Gray Dogwood,
Hophornbeam, Multi-flora Rose, Black
Raspberry, Black Currant and Vines.

The Forest Floor comes to life early in the spring
and is perhaps the most opportune time to see
many flowering species blooming consecutively
in the park.

Spring ephemeralsare the first flowers of
spring. They are visible only long enough for
flowering and setting seed. This process takes
place before the sun is filtered out by the

emerging canopy. This spring the bloodroot was
first to show itself, then the spring beauty,
hepatica, anemones, dutchman’s breeches and
trout lily to name a few.The Jack-in-the-pulpit

and trillium soon followed. It was an unusually
cool spring which prolonged the bloom period
and was one of the most beautiful displays | have
observed. Now as | write this article the forest
floor has fully emerged and no longer is the lay

of the land visible. The understory growth now



directs your attention am familiar with is Cimicifuga or Actaea which is

to the small trees and a different plant.

shrubs. Pagoda As | walk the trails | try to figure out where #tie
dogwood is prevalent cabins and buildings once stood. The clearings and
in these woods. This contours of the landscape suggest a possible

tree is used in many structure may have stood in a particular spot. Also
residential landscapes the placement of non-native species, like the

for its layered daylilies, may have marked the entrance to some of
arrangement of the

branches and leaves. private Victorian cabins that were built in theelat
Unfortunately, as the 1800’s. The Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts also had a
foliage thickens, so do hand in planting in the park.

the mosquitoes, so a We are hoping some of you may have been told
layer of protection is recommend<«d. where some of these structures stood. We have an

This understory perennial called White Snakeroot,
blooms in summer and fall. Plants are poisonous tc

livestock. If consumed, milk from poisoned cows
causes Milk Sickness in humans (how Abraham
Lincoln’s mother died).

This plant’s botanical name is Eupatorium
rugosum or Ageratina altissima. The snakeroot |

1899 map of the grounds but we are not sure of the
accuracy.We do know that the hotel did not
completely burn to the ground. In the early 1900’s
the park was going to reopen as a resort and the
hotel repaired. | know the answers to many
guestions regarding the later history of Maplewood
Park will be revealed as the newspapers are
indexed. Unfortunately, this is a time consuming



task. Donna Fostveit and Jean Lundquist have been
chipping away it and we are very grateful for thei
efforts. We are also interested in the Boy and Girl
Scout history regarding the park.
Lynn McNaughton did our community a wonderful
service and gave us a gift and a tool we can use to
promote and
protect this
incredible
resource.
“It's my hope
that these
materials will
pave the way
to transform a
little known
park into a
well-used
nature
center.” -
Lynn
McNaughton

We will be celebrating the history of
Maplewood Park during Chautauqua 2005
which will be held on Saturday, July 2 from
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Once again, admission is 5 cents for Adults,
children and servants are free. Popcorn, hot
dogs and rootbeer will be for sale but picnicking
is welcome and encouraged.

The entertainment line up begins at 10 a.m.
with a non-denominational Gospel Service
and Sunday School (although it's actually
Saturday), Johnny Appleseed is back and
performing in the woods at 11:15, we have
the magic of Zach Madel on the main stage
around 11:50, back for the second attempt
at performing will be “Professor Wyllie and
His Moving Panorama”taking the stage
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Al Batt will be back
hosting nature walks throughout the woods,
the Minneapolis Police Band will be
performing from 2:00-3:00 p.m. and last but
certainly not least will be singing lessons and
a performance from the Mankato Sweet
Adelines. Crafts for the kids as well.

The city will be spraying for bugs this

current park

ca 1890



Board PresidenDon Wynnemer swings his mighty hammer again, with the helgisebrge Kastelle an
Keith Smith, of course. They have been literally chipping awag partitions to open up the space| for
more displays. Hard and dirty work to say the ledkeYSL boys, Nick Madsen and Milton Madson took
on the task of hauling out the debris in buck&teank goodness for volunteers like this!

Board Member and Treasurer, Dan Swenson
has also been on hand to help with whatever needs
doing. He andan Labsedged all of the sidewalks
around the Bailey House and the Museum. Thank
you very much. Dan S. has also been helping with
processing the collection.
Chautaugua Committee members, Marlene
Rietfort, Jim Tippy, Jack Williams and Diane
Forsythe have been on board since early spring
getting the program together. Diane will be
heading up the “Craft Tent” with wonderful things
for visitors to make. Jim Tippy is coordinating the
parking and gate as well as providing the tram and
awning fromFarmAmerica. Marlene has arranged
the box lunches and is handling the stage which is
built with lumber donated b&ssociated Lumber
and the sound system on loan frévaseca Music
Jack Williams will be our Master of Ceremonies
this year. He has been lining up the
entertainmendohn Pribble will be grilling the
hotdogs for us witlschweigert Meatsdonating
the weinersRod and Ruth Searlewill be popping
some corn andchore volunteers are
2 needed!

rm The Waseca County Fair
7YY begins on Wednesday July 20th and

ends on Sunday July 24th. We will be hosting a
used book sale during the fair to raise money
for WCHS in Hodgson HalWe need used
books,cd’s, videos, DVD, un-used stationary,
etc. for the sale. Donations can be dropped off
during business hours at WCHS or call for pick-
up. Please do not leave donations outside.
Volunteers are needed to staff Hodgson Hall

during the fair and sell popcorn.

The Stitchers in Timequilting club will have
their quilts on display through the month of
August 2005. The show will open @unday
August 7in conjunction with th&Vaseca
Garden Tour, hosted at the Bailey House by
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Our Corporate Sponsors

Nielsen Chrysler, Haefner Accounting,
Mediacom, EIm Homes, Brown Ink,
McRaith Funeral homes, Re/Max,
Total Entertainment Center, Charlies
Hardware, Kinder-Dennis Home For
Funerals, Roundbank of Waseca and
Waldorf, Eagles Waseca Aeries No0.3753
Pantheon Computer Systems, Winegar
Inc., Birds Eye Foods, Brown Printing,
First National Bank of Waseca/
Northridge/Ellendale/Hope, Conners
Plumbing and Heating, Itron and
Express Care.

Thank you for your contributions to the
Waseca County Historical Society.
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